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Homeless  encampments  are  a  more  and  more  common  sight  in  the  neighborhood 


Homelessness  in  the  Mission 

The  problem  grows  but  solutions  remain  elusive 


by  M.  Toby  Levine 

Alight,  cool  evening  rain  visits  the 
neighborhood,  muting  the  traffic 
sounds  and  creating  a  golden 
glow  from  the  streetlights.  It’s  very  satis¬ 
fying  walking  home.  For  some,  though, 
there  is  no  “walking  home.”  At  a  time 
like  this,  for  a  person  without  a  home,  a 
decision  has  to  be  made.  “Shah  I  walk  20 
blocks  to  the  Multi-Service  Center  south 
of  Market  and  try  to  get  a  bed/mat  or  shall 
I  return  to  the  storefront  I  have  slept  in  so 
many  times  before.”  (This  particular 
storefront  is  perfect  for  one  person  curled 
up,  protected,  clean,  with  sufficient  light, 
but  not  too  much.)  He  opts  for  the  latter. 

In  the  last  annual  homeless  count, 
held  on  the  night  of  October  25,  2001, 
there  were  238  people  sleeping  on  the 
streets  of  the  South  Mission  in  Supervisor 


Ammiano’s  District  (District  9  which  is 
bounded  on  the  north  by  17th  Street) 
This  was  an  increase  over  the  previous 
year  of  33  persons  or  16%.  The  North 
Mission  is  located  in  Supervisor  Daly’s 
district  (District  6),  which  had  over  1158 
people  living  on  the  streets  that  night 
(though  only  a  portion  of  those  were  in 
the  North  Mission).  District  6’s  increase 
over  the  previous  year  was  154  persons  or 
15%. 

It  is  impossible  to  know  whether  the 
increases  are  due  to  improved  counting  or 
actual  net  increases  in  the  number  of 
homeless  people.  The  Board  of 
Supervisors  and  all  of  us  who  care  need  to 
find  a  home  for  those  living  on  the  streets 
of  San  Francisco. 

The  Mission  has  few  shelter  beds. 
(In  general,  the  Mission,  along  with 
Visitation  Valley,  the  Western  Addition, 


Haight-Ashbury,  and  Bayview-Hunters 
Point,  are  considered  to  be  underserved 
neighborhoods  in  terms  of  services  for  the 
homeless  and  the  about-to-be  homeless 
population.)  On  that  particular  October 
night,  96  men  were  housed  at  Dolores 
Street  Community  Center’s  facilities,  the 
Mission’s  only  shelter.  (There  are  no  shel¬ 
ters  in  the  Mission  for  women  or  for  fam¬ 
ilies  with  children.)  Meanwhile,  in  the 
nearby  South  of  Market  and  Tenderloin 
neighborhoods  there  are  at  least  1,077 
shelter  beds  for  men,  women,  youth  and 
children. 

The  Role  of  Poverty 

In  San  Francisco,  at  least  14.5%  of  the 
population  (or  112,626  persons)  live  in 
poverty.  For  San  Franciscans  living  in 
poverty  the  routes  to  homelessness  are 
many,  ranging  from  an  inability  to  pay 
rent  due  to  unemployment  or  low  paying 
jobs,  to  escaping  from  domestic  violence, 
the  debilitations  of  substance  abuse,  or  a 
mental  or  physical  health  crisis. 

To  expand  on  a  few  routes  to  home- 


Commentary  by  Victor  Miller 

n  February  12  the  ODC  Theater  at 
17th  and  Shotwell  was  filled  to 
overflowing  for  one  of  the  largest 
community  meetings  in  years.  There  was 
no  gigantic  development  project  being 
proposed;  there  was  no  monstrous  evic¬ 
tion  underway;  there  was,  in  fact,  no  cri¬ 
sis  of  any  kind,  which  is  what  makes  the 
turnout  so  exceptional.  Nearly  400  people 
showed  up  for  this  kickoff  event  co-spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Mission  Anti-Displacement 
Coalition  (MAC),  the  Mission  Planning 
Council  and  the  City  Planning 


lessness,  8,232  San  Franciscans  receive 
county  General  Assistance,  which  aver¬ 
ages  about  $370.  per  month.  Of  these, 
2,634  are  homeless,  though  some  may  be 
in  shelters  or  other  temporary  digs.  The 
amazing  fact  is  that  the  other  5,598  are 
not  homeless.  Somehow,  they  have  been 
very  inventive,  fortunate,  persevering,  or 
have  loving  family  members  to  help  out. 

The  112,626  persons  living  in  pover¬ 
ty  include  children,  the  disabled  and  the 
elderly.  They  may  also  include  the 
“working  poor”  being  paid  the  current 
California  minimum  wage  of  $6 .75 .  This 
amount  may  enable  a  person  or  a  family 
to  rent  a  room  in  a  Single  Room 
Occupancy  Hotel  (SRO),  but  not  much 
more.  After  that,  transportation,  childcare, 
food,  utilities,  medicines  and  health  care 
still  need  to  be  paid  for.  It  is  impossible. 
One  misstep,  such  as  being  one  of  the 
30,500  San  Franciscans  out-of-work  in 
January,  and  a  member  of  the  “working 
poof’  could  well  find  himself  without  a 

home.  _ 
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Department  for  a  very  public  process  that 
will  result  in  the  permanent  re-zoning  of 
large  segments  of  the  Mission  District. 

These  types  of  issues  have  usually 
been  the  exclusive  bailiwick  of  policy 
wonks  on  the  left  and  downtown  consult¬ 
ing  firms  on  the  right  of  the  political  spec¬ 
trum.  The  average  citizen  has  had  little 
opportunity  to  make  himself  heard  on  the 
arcane  but  vital  issues  of  planning  and 
zoning,  other  than  to  vote  yes  or  no  on 
proposals  pre-crafted  and  shamelessly 
misrepresented  by  one  side  or  the  other. 

Continued  on  Page  4 


The  kickoff  event  for  the  People’s 
Plan  draws  a  huge  crowd  of  people 

Hundreds  turn  out  to  begin  mapping  the  Mission’s  future. 
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We  have  a 
selection  of 
Matzos, 
fruit  spreads, 
kosher  juices 
&  cake  meal 
for 

Passover. 


Buy  in  Bulk! 
Reuse  your  bag  or 
container  &  receive 
5c  off  for  each  bag 
reused! 


Support  local 
&  organic  farmers. 
Buy  your  seasonal 
fruits  &  vegetables 
at  Rainbow. 


Celebrate 
the  birthday  of 
Cesar  Chavez! 


On  Sunday  March  24th 
there  will  be  a 
Parade  &  Festival 
in  honor  of 

labor  &  civil  rights  leader 
Cesar  Chavez. 

For  more  info  call: 
415.674.1884 
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Farewell,  Leo  Garcia 


By  Carla  Lease 

hey  say  you  do  not  choose  your 
parents,  but  I  did.  I  chose  a  surro¬ 
gate  father,  in  any  case,  and  I  chose 
him  well.  It  wasn’t  what  I  was  in  the  mar¬ 
ket  for,  but  you  don’t  question  something 
like  that  when  it  comes  your  way. 

Leo  Garcia’s  reputation  preceded 
him.  He  had  been  woiking  on  cars  since 
he  was  big  enough  to  hold  a  wrench,  first 
in  Juarez,  Mexico,  and  then  in  San 
Francisco  where  he  remained  following 
his  service  in  World  War  II. 

When  I  went  over  to  his  auto  shop  on 
Fourteenth  and  Folsom  in  1993  and  asked 
him  to  look  at  a  1959  Ford  Fairlane  I  was 
considering  buying,  it  was  the  start  of 
what  was  to  be  an  enduring  friendship 
between  him  and  me,  as  well  as  between 
him  and  the  car.  It  didn’t  take  much  to  win 
me  over — his  credentials  as  a  mechanic 
were  there  to  observe  in  all  their  faded 
glory — behind  his  chain-link  fence,  on 
lifts,  on  the  sidewalk,  and  in  rotating  posi¬ 
tions  at  the  curbs  around  his  shop,  where 
he  personally  parked  and  re-parked  them 
to  avoid  ticketing. 

Leo’s  subjects  varied  in  shape  and 
size,  sporting  clean  boxy  lines,  decadent 
curves,  and  breathtaking  angles,  but  they 
all  had  one  thing  in  common.  These  were 
real  American  cars,  most  pre-1970 — 
products  of  another  time  and  different 
sensibilities,  like  Leo  himself.  None  were 
perfect,  most  were  works  in  progress,  and 
all  received  Leo’s  fastidious  attention,  as 
drd  their  owners. 

The  change  in  my  relationship  with 
Leo  took  place  gradually.  Cakes  and 
tequila  were  offered  in  thanks  for  unex¬ 


pected  favors  he  did  in  the  course  of  rou¬ 
tine  work — a  new  headliner,  a  secret  kill- 
switch,  an  “I  Love  You”  magnet  on  the 
dash  “Don’t  come  yet,”  he  would  say 
when  I  called  to  arrange  to  pick  up  my  car. 
“I  haven’t  washed  it  yet.”  And  when  I 
couldn’t  afford  to  pay  him  immediately  he 
waved  me  off,  called  me  “money  in  the 
bank.” 

It  was  a  reciprocal  relationship  that 
way — he  offered  me  flexibility  because  I 
granted  it  to  him,  and  time  was  a  slippery 
thing  to  Leo.  He  worked  from  the  crack  of 
dawn  until  well  after  dark  every  day,  and 
still  the  work  never  ended.  “I  don’t  like 
taking  a  day  off,”  he  told  me  this  holiday 
season.  “If  I  slow  down,  it’s  harder  to  get 
going  again.” 

He  told  me  how  he  had  been  winding 
up  work  late  one  night  last  month  when  a 
truck  broke  down  in  front  of  his  shop.  The 
driver  was  lost,  on  his  way  to  some  distant 
destination,  and  claimed  that  God  had 
sent  him  to  Leo’s  coordinates.  “It’s  kind 
of  hard  to  say  no  when  you  bring  God  into 
it,”  Leo  laughed. 

A  couple  months  ago  Leo  and  I  took 
a  road  trip  up  to  Folsom,  California  to  see 
a  1964  Falcon  Sprint.  During  the  drive  he 
told  me  fascinating  things  about  his  life — 
that  he  was  bom  in  a  boxcar,  that  as  a 
young  man  he  had  been  chased  with  a 
machete  by  a  woman’s  jealous  boyfriend, 
that  he  had  driven  from  Kansas  to  Mexico 
with  no  brakes  on  his  motorcycle,  that  he 
had  hired  a  friend  to  take  his  future  wife 
to  a  dance  because  he  wanted  to  finish 
working  on  a  car. 

On  an  on-ramp  to  the  freeway,  Leo 
backed  up  to  reread  a  road  sign,  and  the 
cars  behind  him  halted  their  own  ascent 


Leo  Garcia,  the  kind  of  man  they  write  songs  about.  Photo  by  Anne  L.  Lehman 


and  waited  politely,  as  well  they  should. 
To  Leo,  cars  were  more  than  a  living, 
more  than  a  passion,  more  than  a  way  of 
life — they  had  become  a  natural  extension 
of  his  own  physical  self. 

A  hard  metal  shell  was  unable  to  pro¬ 
tect  Leo’s  body  on  Monday,  January  28. 
Outside  his  shop,  and  in  view  of  all  he  had 
worked  for  and  achieved  in  his  lifetime,  a 
big  rig  cornered  wide  and  literally  rolled 
up  onto  the  unassuming  Honda  he  drove 
between  parts  runs  and  test  drives  of 
clients’  "cars.  Leo  died  after  a  delay  in 
removing  the  enormous  truck  from  his  car 
and  extracting  him  from  it. 

As  far  as  chance  events  go,  this  one 
was  monumental — a  freak  accident.  And, 
in  retrospect,  it  may  have  taken  something 
so  colossal,  so  incontrovertible  as  a  semi 
truck  to  stop  a  force  like  Leo.  This  strong, 
resilient  man  lived  to  work,  and  work  he 
did,  until  his  final  hour.  He  duped  the 
effects  of  age  and  illness  and  went  straight 
onto  the  next  highway. 


And  while  I  personally  wish  he  could 
back  down  that  onramp,  I  can’t  argue  with 
what  appears  to  be  a  profound  occurrence 
of  fate-a  hairpin  turn  on  the  unforeseeable 
and  irreversible  map  of  predestination. 
Leo  may  have  succumbed  finally  to  the 
frailties  of  the  flesh,  but  as  he  said,  “It’s 
kind  of  hard  to  say  no  when  you  bring 
God  into  it.” 

Leo  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Elvira, 
his  daughters  Estela,  Teresa,  and  Elvirita, 
two  brothers,  Victor  and  Pablo,  a  sister, 
Angelina,  six  grandchildren,  his  dog  Oso, 
many  friends,  and  a  host  of  well-tended 
classic  cars. 
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Now  open! 
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New  to  the  neighborhood  is  San  Francisco’s  finest  chef  -  Luisa  -  who  is  opening  Trattoria  Luisa  at  1007  Guerrero  Street. 
Chef  Luisa  has  become  a  legend  in  her  own  time  cooking  fine  Italian  cuisine  since  1959.  Her  many  other  restaurants 
include  Luisa ’s,  La  Focaccia,  Pastaio  and  Pasta  Pizza. 

Her  new  restaurant,  Trattoria  Luisa,  features  homemade  pasta,  lobster  ravioli,  porcinni  ravioli  and  gnocchi  (called  a 
“pilldw  of  love”  and  voted  best  in  the  Bay  Area  by  the  Bay  Guardian).  Moderately  priced,  Trattoria  Luisa  possesses  a  chic 
eclectic  atmosphere  coupled  with  an  old  world  Italian  flavor. 

Chef  Luisa  has  a  passion  for  cooking  which  she  sees  as  a  “labor  of  love.  ” 

Unique  to  Trattoria  Luisa  are  personalized  dishes  cooked  on  request.  If  you  want  the  homemade  touch  Trattoria  Luisa  will 
not  disappoint  and  will  provide  you  with  a  memorable  dining  experience. 


Tratorria  Luisa  1007  Guerrero  @  22nd.  Open  Friday  and  Saturday  5  to  12  Monday, 
Wednesday  &  Thursday  5  to  1 1  Sunday  champagne  brunch  8am  to  2pm,  dinner  5  to  1 1 

Telephone  643-3800 

For  a  special  menu  planned  and  prepared  by  Chef  Luisa  call  775-9897 

Luisa,  cooking  with  love  for  41  years:  Luisa's  on  Union  Street,  Luisa's  on  Polk,  Luisa's  on  Castro, 
All  the  Pasta  on  Scott,  Pastaio  on  16th,  La  Focaccia  on  18th,  Pasta  Pizza  and  more 
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The  People’s  Plan 

The  lead  organizer  of  the  meeting, 
the  Mission  Anti-Displacement  Coalition, 
is  promising  something  new:  a  communi¬ 
ty  planning  process  and  a  “people’s  plan.” 
Just  what  that  is  will  evolve  over  the  next 
few  months  as  more  focused  sessions  and 
working  groups  deal  with  questions  of 
live/work  lofts,  affordable  housing,  office 
development  and  “neighborhood  serving 
businesses.” 

The  ODC  meeting  this  time  consisted 
primarily  of  slide  show  and  lecture  pre¬ 
sentations  by  planning  department  per¬ 
sonnel  and  community  activists  outlining 
the  phenomena  of  the  dot-com  explo¬ 
sion/implosion  of  the  last  few  years  and 
the  challenges  it  has  presented  to  the 
Mission’s  multiethnic  and  economically 
diverse  community. 

Most  locals  are  familiar  with  what 
happened.  Extremely  flexible  zoning  reg¬ 
ulations,  especially  regarding  live/work 
and  office  development,  were  used  the  to 
create  a  massive  physical  infrastructure 
for  what  quickly  proved  to  be  an  econom¬ 
ic  fad,  a  fad  foolishly  bought  into  by  the 
administration  of  Mayor  Willie  Brown. 
This  took  place  throughout  the  city,  but 
primarily  in  the  Soma  and  the  Northeast 
Mission  Industrial  Zone.  At  the  same 
time,  a  sharp  rise  in  the  number  of  jobs 
was  in  no  way  matched  by  housing  con¬ 
struction  and,  as  a  result,  residential  rents 
soared.  Thousands  of  residents  and  hun¬ 
dreds  of  businesses  were  forced  out  of  the 
area  or  out  of  town. 

In  June  2001,  as  the  boom  was  dying 
down,  community  activists  and  a  newly- 
elected-by-  district  Board  of  Supervisors 
set  up  interim  zoning  controls  to  halt  the 
displacement  and  destruction  of  neighbor¬ 
hood  character  caused  by  the  runaway 
development.  These  controls  expire  in 
June  of  this  year,  but  in  the  meantime  they 
serve  as  the  focal  point  for  public  discus¬ 
sions  which  will  determine  in  a  large  part 
what  permanent  zoning  "changes  and 
development  policies  eventually  emeree 
from  the  Planning  Department  and  are 
finally  approved  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisors. 

The  huge  turnout  for  this  issue  was 
not  lost  on  the  Planning  Department  staff, 
which  included  Director  Gerald  Green. 
The  planners  frequently  remarked  about 


Continued  from  page  1 

the  size  of  the  crowd,  bigger  than  that  in 
any  of  the  other  east-side  neighborhoods 
where  such  meetings  have  been  held.  In 
short,  the  community  put  a  sufficient 
amount  of  the  fear  of  God  into  them  to 
keep  them  from  toadying  to  the  will  of  the 
developers  as  they  have  done  so  often  in 
the  past.  Seen  in  those  terms,  the  meeting 
was  a  rousing  success. 

The  clock  is  ticking 

In  the  wake  of  the  dot-com  die-off  all  this 
is  encouraging,  but  the  clock  is  definitely 
counting  down  toward  another,  more  sus¬ 
tained  boom.  About  a  mile  from  the  ODC 
Theater,  large  components  of  the  UCSF 
campus  and  the  enormous  Mission  Bay 
Project  are  coming  closer  and  closer  to 
completion.  When  this  development 
comes  on  line  in  the  next  2-3  years,  a  new 
speculative  boom  driven  by  investment  in 
the  life-science  industry  will  become  a 
driving  force  in  the  city’s  economy. 

On  the  same  day  as  the  ODC  meet¬ 
ing,  an  article  by  Carol  Emert  in  the  San 
Francisco  Chronicle's  business  section 
noted  that  venture  capitalists  were  hold¬ 
ing  back  nearly  $100  billion  in  investment 
nationwide  as  a  result  of  the  dotconomy 
turndown,  and  opined,  “With  so  much 
money  available  one  wonders  if  VC’s  are 
not  headed  for  more  bubble  spending. 
Already  there  is  anecdotal  evidence  of 
inflated  pricing  in  the  life  science  sector.” 

With  biotech,  the  venture  capitalists 
who  fueled  such  idiocy  as  selling  dog 
food  on-line  will  have  a  more  substantive 
industry  to  heat  up,  and  the  potential  for 
displacement  and  neighborhood-  uproot¬ 
ing  collateral  damage  will  be  much 
greater. 

Other  interests  are  also  waiting  for 
the  boom.  Vacancies  have  gone  up,  but 
residential  rents  have  not  dropped  signifi¬ 
cantly  as  some  landlords  wait  greedily  for 
the  next  upswing.  Development  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  units  of  live/work  projects  has 
not  begun,  and  work  on  some  office  com¬ 
plexes  has  slowed  to  a  snail’s  pace  with 
reduced  crews.  The  massive  Bryant 
Square  Project  at  20th  and  Bryant,  the 
subject  of  bitter  community  opposition  in 
the  summer  of  2000,  seems  to  be  going  up 
in  slow  motion 


Meanwhile,  some  types  of  housing 
are  going  up  and  others  are  not.  With  no 
affordable  housing  for  the  Mission  even 
on  the  drawing  boards,  market-rate  con¬ 
dominium  construction  (disparaged  by 
many  as  gentrifying)  is  moving  ahead. 
183  units  (10%  of  which  will  be  afford¬ 
able)  have  been  proposed  for  15th  and 
Mission.  So,  while  there  is  no  crisis 
presently,  in  this  lull  between  two  storms 
time  is  of  the  essence  and  significant  dif¬ 
ferences  of  opinion  need  to  be  resolved. 


What  kind  of  housing? 

The  interim  controls,  covering  the  area 
bounded  by  Cesar  Chavez  Boulevard, 
Guerrero,  Potrero  and  the  Central 
Freeway,  require  25%  of  all  new  housing 
units  be  priced  at  affordable  (below  mar¬ 
ket)  levels.  In  the  past  year,  this  percent¬ 
age  has  received  increasing  criticism  from 
for-profit  developers  as  being  financially 
unfeasible  and  thereby  discouraging  the 
construction  of  any  housing  in  the 

Mission.  Privately,  some  non-profit 
developers  who  are  part  of  the  activist 
community  have  conceded  this  point. 

Supervisor  Leno  has  proposed  a 
much  weaker  12%  affordability  require¬ 
ment  that  will  probably  be  a  lot  closer  to 
what  is  finally  approved.  The  intent  of  the 
25%  requirement  was  to  guarantee  a  con¬ 
tinued  economic  diversity  in  the  Mission, 
but  imposing  that  degree  of  restriction  on 
housing  construction  in  the  middle  of  a 
housing  crisis  may  not  be  politically  do¬ 
able. 

Another  approach  that  could  main¬ 
tain  economic  diversity  would  require 
landlords  to  rent  a  certain  percentage  of 
new  units  to  tenants  who  had  federal  rent 
vouchers  that  cover  the  difference 
between  what  the  landlord  was  asking  and 
what  the  tenant  could  pay. 

Live/work  units  will  most  likely  be 
banned  or  severely  limited  under  the  per¬ 
manent  controls.  Legislation  passed  to 
help  artists  convert  their  industrial  space 
studios  into  housing  was  subverted  during 
the  dot-com  boom  and  used  to  build  luxu¬ 
ry  lofts  in  industrial  areas,  driving  up  land 
values  and  rents  and  displacing  the  very 
artists  the  law  was  supposed  to  help. 
Banning  them  now  may  be  too  little  too 
late,  though,  since  thousands  of  live/work 
units  have  already  been  built  and,  city¬ 
wide,  4,174  more  have  been  approved  and 
will  be  built  eventually. 

Who’s  serving  whom? 

There  are  sharply  varying  opinions  about 
which  businesses  do  and  do  not  “serve  the 
community.”  The  interim  controls  put 
square  footage  limits  on  some  businesses 
and  restrict  the  proliferation  of  certain 
types  of  operations  (such  as  administra¬ 
tive  services  and  information  technology) 
unless  they  “serve  the  community.”  Does 
this  mean  that  a  given  business  serves  res¬ 
idents  of  the  area  exclusively?  Or  could  it 


mean  a  business  that  brings  in  customers 
from  outside  the  area,  which  beefs  up  the 
local  economy  and  creates  jobs  and  new 
customers  for  adjacent  businesses? 

When  Mission  Cliffs,  an  indoor 
climbing  center  and  gym  at  Harrison 
Street  recently  tried  to  open  a  new  facility 
in  the  long-vacant  Latino  Theater  on 
Mission  Street,  community  groups 
opposed  and  defeated  the  project  at  the 
Planning  Commission  because  80%  of  the 
clientele  would  have  come  from  outside 
the  neighborhood. 

Some  business  owners  disagreed  and 
saw  the  gym  as  giving  a  community -serv¬ 
ing  boost  to  a  commercial  strip  with  an 
estimated  48  vacant  storefronts  on  a  15- 
block  stretch  The  gym  was  supported  by 
the  Mission  Merchants  Association 
before  the  Permit  Appeals  Board  on 
February  27.  The  Board  overturned  the 
Planning  Commission  and  approved  the 
gym  by  a  5-0  to  vote 

Community  sevice  reasoning  can 
easily  be  tumrd  against  the  Mission  com¬ 
munity.  Since  we  have  no  major  hard¬ 
ware  stores,  should  we  welcome  a  Home 
Depot  on  Valencia  Street,  despite  its  mas¬ 
siveness,  because  it  would  serve  a  com¬ 
munity  need?  As  was  pointed  out  by 
writer  Judy  West  in  the  July  2001  issue  of 
the  New  Mission  News,  “All  this  language 
giving  special  exemptions  to  certain  types 
of  businesses  (i.e.  community  service)  ... 
is  not  unlike  the  special  allowances  given 
to  “art  activities”  in  the  original  live  work 
regulations.” 

The  vagueness  and  ambiguity'  in  the 
interim  controls  is  going  to  have  to  be 
clarified  or,  like  live/work  legislation,  the 
protections  against  displacement  will 
become  the  causes  of  displacement. 

Over  the  next  few  months,  the  most 
important  factor  in  the  success  of  the 
community  planning  process  will  be  the 
ability  of  the  Mission’s  various  con¬ 
stituency  groups  such  as  nonprofits,  resi¬ 
dents  and  businesses  to  work  out  a  mutu¬ 
ally  acceptable  proposal.  If  the  “people’s 
plan”  becomes  simply  the  plan  of  some 
people,  the  bureaucrats  will  once  again 
have  the  upper  hand. 

Tire  Mission  Iras  always  been  splin¬ 
tered  and  drvided,  but  tire  recent  threat  of 
economic  and  cultural  annihilation  by  the 
dot-coms  seems  to  have  scared  marry  of 
tire  disparate  parts  into  a  pragmatic  unity. 
The  meeting  of  February  12  will  hopeful¬ 
ly  lead  to  an  ongoing  process  of  real  par¬ 
ticipatory  democracy  that  strengthens  and 
sustains  that  unity. 


Get  involved  in  the  People’s  Plan 

The  next  Community  Planning  Meeting  will  be  on  April  20, 
location  and  time  to  be  announced. 

Envisioning  the  Mission:  Mapping  Workshops 
Maps,  charts,  plans  and  diagrams,  as  well  as  all  manner 
documentation  relating  to  “People’s  Plan,”  will  be  available 
as  part  of  an  interactive  process  at  Intersection  for  the  Arts, 
446  Valencia  @16®,  between  February  28  and  April  20®.  Call 
the  Mission  Anti-Displacement  Coalition  (MAC)  at  431-  4210 
for  more  information. 

Mission  Anti-Displacement  Coalition  Meetings 

Mondays  6:00 -7:30  pm 

Centro  del  Pueblo  Auditorium  (2nd  floor) 

474  Valencia  Street  @16® 

Mission  Anti-Displacement  Coalition 
land  Use  and  Zoning  Committee 
Fridays  12:00-1:30  pm 
MHDC  Conference  Room 
474  Valencia,  Suite  280 

Sign  Up  lor  Mission  Walking  Tours 
Call  MAC  at  4314210. 


New  Mission  News 


MARCH  2002  5 


New  Mission  News  ballot 
caveats  and  endorsements 


Endorsements 

Assembly  13th  District  -  Harry  Britt 

Public  Defender  -  Jeff  Adachi 

Assessor  -  John  Farrell 

State  Board  of  Equalization  —  Carole  Migden 

City  Propositions 

Proposition  A  -  Preferential  voting  -  No 
Proposition  B  -  Retirement  system  changes  -  Yes 
Proposition  C  —  Non-  citizens  on  boards  and  commissions  —Yes 
Proposition  D  -  Planning  and  Appeals  reform  -  Yes 
Proposition  E  -  Domestic  partner  changes  -  Yes 
Proposition  F  -  Citizen  review  of  bond  money  use  -  Yes 
Proposition  G  -  Limitations  on  billboards  -  Yes 

State  Propositions 

Proposition  40  -  Clean  air  and  water  -  Yes 

Proposition  41  —  Voting  modernization  —  Yes 

Proposition  42  -  Transportation  tax  use  -  Yes 

Proposition  43  -  The  right  to  have  your  vote  counted  -  Yes 

Proposition  44  -  Chiropractor  conduct  -  Yes 

Proposition  45  -  Term  limit  changes  -  Yes _ 


While  this  is  usually  the  time  and 
place  where  your  local  newspa¬ 
per  urges  you  to  go  out  and 
exercise  your  franchise,  throw  the  rascals 
out,  do  your  patriotic  duty  or  with  some 
other  tired  phrase  encouraging  you  to  ruin 
the  first  Tuesday  in  March  by  choosing 
the  lesser  of  two  evils  or  the  brightest  of 
two  dim  bulbs.  Well,  do  it:  it  is  your  oblig¬ 
ation.  But  the  truth  is,  for  things  to 
improve  a  lot  more  is  required  in  terms  of 
citizen  activism  than  punching  holes  in  a 
piece  of  paper  every  so  oftea  Electoral 
politics  as  a  means  of  effecting  change  is 
vastly  overrated  and,  when  seen  as  the 
only  way  of  effecting  change,  is  down¬ 
right  pernicious. 

There  is  more  to  be  learned  about  the 
workings  of  government  and  the  democ¬ 
ratic  process  by  getting  together  with  your 
neighbors  to  put  up  a  stop  sign  or  create  a 
park  than  there  is  from  joining  one  of  the 
toady  annies  in  service  to  the  overbearing 
ego  of  a  professional  office  seeker. 

The  grassroots  battles  over  develop¬ 
ment,  traffic  and  Utter  are  where  we  learn 
the  ropes,  master  the  tricks  and  develop 
the  enlightened  cynicism  that  makes  for  a 
politically  literate  electorate.  The  fact  that 
last  month  the  Mission  Anti- 
Displacement  Coalition  was  able  to  get 
nearly  400  people  to  a  meeting  on  rezon¬ 
ing  is  probably  vastly  more  important  to 
local  residents  than  any  single  issue  or 
candidate  on  this  month’s  ballot.  But  if 
you  weren’t  there,  you  probably  wouldn’t 
know  that  because  mainstream  media  has 
almost  exclusively  devoted  itself  to  the 
electoral  arena,  giving  slavish  attention  to 
such  things  as  the  personahty-cult  war 
over  the  humble  office  of  pubUc  defender. 

We  cannot  not  keep  electing  an  end¬ 
less  string  of  smooth  talkers  and  leave 
them  unattended  for  2  or  4  years  around 
large  amounts  of  money  and  well- 
endowed  interns:  this  has  all  too  often 
proved  to  be  a  recipe  for  disaster.  But 
grassroots  organizations  which  demand 
that  people  think  and  act  on  their  own  are 
routinely  derided  as  being  petty,  special 
interest,  NIMBY  or  obstructionist. 

According  to  this  viewpoint,  elec¬ 
tions  are  democracy  and  all  else  is 
sideshow.  But  it  is  the  “sideshow”  people 
who  are  capable  of  both  forcing  office 
holders  to  keep  their  promises  and  voting 
in  an  informed  way  -  without  the  aid  of 
pohtical  club  slate  cards,  opinion  leaders’ 
endorsements  or  windy  editorials  like  this 
one. 

Vote  anyway;  there  are  some  interest¬ 
ing  aspects  to  the  current  election: 


The  PD  debacle 

Mayor  Willie  Brown  appointed  State 
Senator  John  Burton’s  daughter  Kimiko 
to  head  the  Public  Defender’s  Office,  and 
her  first  official  act  was  to  fire  Jeff  Adachi 
because  he  planned  to  run  against  her. 
Adachi  has  racked  up  15  years  at  the  PD’s 
office  compared  to  Burton’s  five,  so  this 
should  be  a  no-brainer  except  that  daddy 
has  kicked  out  all  the  jambs  to  get  his  kid 
elected  and  daddy  is  a  600  pound  gorilla 
in  local  politics. 

Burton  the  younger’s  husband, 
Emilio  Cruz,  was  selected  by  Mayor 
Willie  to  run  Muni  but  he  proved  himself 
incompetent  and  had  to  resign.  In  an 
insult  to  teachers  eveiywhere,  Brown 
recently  appointed  Cruz  to  the  Board  of 
Education.  In  this  sleazy  soap-opera  con¬ 
text,  Kimiko  Burton  is  seen  as  the 
machine  candidate  for  the  PD  job  and 
Adachi  the  wrongly-done  populist,  at 
least  by  the  Adachi  camp. 

Why  exactly  “the  machine”  wants  to 
plant  its  flag  in  the  PD’s  office  is  unclear 
-most  likely  just  because  it’s  there.  In 
most  other  cities  and  counties  the  public 
defender  is  not  elected  but  appointed, 
probably  as  a  result  of  crap  like  this. 

But  it  all  could  have  been  sorted  out. 
Late  in  the  campaign,  the  owners  of  the 
Roxie  Cinema  previewed  a  documentary 
on  the  PD  that  had  begun  filming  over 
two  years  ago  -  before  the  Burton/ Adachi 
imbroglio  began.  They  thought  it  provid¬ 
ed  real  insight  into  what  the  PEf  does  and 
decided  to  show  it  at  the  Roxie  before  the 
election. 

The  film,  “Presumed  Guilty,”  was  co¬ 
produced  by  a  private  production  compa¬ 
ny  and  public  TV  station  KQED. 
Unfortunately,  KQED  decided  screening 
the  film  before  the  election  (when  it  could 
serve  a  useful  purpose)  would  violate 
FCC  rules  and  pulled  the  plug.  So,  insu¬ 
lated  from  any  kind  of  reality  check,  the 
campaign  rolls  on,  filled  with  invective, 
nepotism  and  spite. 

No  on  A 

Another  Proposition  A  would  allow  vot¬ 
ers  to  cast  their  ballots  for  their  number 
one,  two  and  three  preferences  in  a  given 
race.  If  no  one  got  50%  of  the  first  choic¬ 
es  a  vote  transfer  arrangement,  seen  by 
opponents  as  confusing  and  by  supporters 
as  straightforward,  would  then  determine 
the  winner. 

While  the  proposed  system  may  not 
be  confusing,  it  does  require  vastly  more 
sophistication  in  terms  of  electoral  infra¬ 
structure  than  our  present  Department  of 
Elections  is  capable  of.  We  have  had  some 
grievous  botchings  in  recent  elections 


involving  missing  ballots,  stolen  ballots, 
unsecured  ballots  and  ballot  box  tops  in 
the  Bay. 

Those  races  involved  the  simplest  of 
tabulations:  count  the  votes  once  and 
award  victory  to  whoever  gets  at  least 
50%  plus  one  vote;  if  no  one  does,  the  top 
two  candidates  fight  it  out  in  a  runoff. 
Only  in  the  December  200 1  City  Attorney 
runoff,  when  there  were  only  two  guys  on 
the  ballot  and  the  Department  of  Elections 
was  closely  scrutinized  by  the  state,  were 
they  able  to  get  it  right. 

Now,  before  we  can  even  figure  out 
why  our  Department  of  Elections  can’t 
count  straight,  some  people  are  proposing 
a  system  that  would  require  it  to  make 
numerous  counts  and  vote  switches,  a  sit¬ 
uation  for  which  it  is  clearly  unprepared. 

Given  the  public’s  well -documented 
suspicion  of  the  Department’s  integrity 
and  the  fact  that  the  mechanics  of  prefer¬ 
ence  voting  are  not  easily  grasped  by 
everybody,  the  results  of  elections  con¬ 
ducted  as  directed  by  Proposition  A 
would  have  far  less  credibility,  especially 
in  the  eyes  of  those  who  do  not  prevail. 
After  a  few  go-rounds  the  net  result  will 
be  smaller  voter  turnout  and  greater  pub¬ 
lic  dissatisfaction. 

Proposition  D :  historical  irony. 

Until  1993,  the  City’s  charter  was  bur¬ 
dened  by  an  elaborate  series  of  checks  and 
balances  intended  by  the  framers  in  1932 
to  counter  the  political  corruption  of  their 
times.  Decision  making  was  spread  out 
among  many  people,  so  it  was  simply  too 
difficult  to  corrupt  everybody  and  too 
expensive  to  pay  everybody  off.  It  was 
also  damned  hard  to  get  anything  done. 
Reformers  in  the  nineties  proposed. 


among  other  things,  a  strong  mayor  sys¬ 
tem. 

Critics  argued,  rightly  it  appears  in  hind¬ 
sight,  that  if  some  ruthless  and  politically 
adroit  megalomaniac  were  elected  to 
mayor  under  this  system  there  would  be 
Hell  to  pay.  Willie  Brown  was  elected 
mayor  in  1995  and  voters  approved  the 
strong  mayor  reforms  on  the  same  ballot: 
all  the  rest  is  history,  and  not  very  pleas¬ 
ant  history.  Proposition  D  aims  to  readjust 
the  balance  by  giving  some  of  the  mayor’s 
appointment  powers  for  the  Planning 
Commission  and  Appeals  Board  to  the 
Board  of  Supervisors,  and  preventing  the 
mayor  from  removing  arty  of  these  com¬ 
missioners  simply  because  they  get  in  his 
face  by  voting  their  conscience.  Live  and 
leam. 

Harry’s  the  one. 

The  differences  between  Harry  Britt  and 
Mark  Leno,  the  two  most  qualified  con¬ 
tenders  for  the  13th  Assembly  seat,  are 
not  enormous  but  Britt  is  a  bit  more  to  the 
left  than  Leno,  whose  campaign  is  being 
run  by  the  egregious  axis  of  BMW 
Associates,  a  power-elite  factotum. 

Britt  has  been  holed  up  at  the  old 
activists’  home.  New  College  of 
California,  for  over  a  decade  reading  phi¬ 
losophy  books  but  presumably  getting  no 
smarter  or  he  wouldn’t  be  going  back  into 
electoral  politics.  Nevertheless,  this  news¬ 
paper  endorses  Britt  on  the  basis  of  a  sin¬ 
gle  remark  he  made  many  years  ago,  one 
that  immediately  became  a  key  part  of  our 
editorial  credo:  “It  is  impossible  to  be 
unfair  to  the  rich  and  the  powerful.” 

Considering  the  staggering  amount  of 
work  and  worry  this  pithy  little  sentiment 
has  saved  us  over  the  years.  New  Mission 
News  gratefully  endorses  Harry  Britt. 


Lowest  prices  iff  town  for  Internet  Access1- 

Many  computers  available! 


Open  7am  to  9pm,  7  days  a  week,  365  days  a  year! 


Plus  don 't  miss  our 
custom  blend  coffee! 


920  Valencia  @2otb«  824'4371 
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Chili  D  presents  every  I  st  Friday  para  las  mujeres 


iAltiin  rfe  fttrajon  SOT  €■  Chili  ©  ««  <»u  ritmoa  i4rr»  •bria 


9:00  -  3:00am 


the  STUD,  399-9th  Street,  SF 


DANGEROUS/ 
V  CURVES/ 


'a 


ilAiiCTlB  SUIi'/HS 

355  Lexington  Street  San  Francisco 
415-648-3903  dcurves@hotmail.com 


Visit  Good  Vibrations,  the  Bay  Area’s 
“clean,  well-lit  place”  to  buy  sex  toys,  books  and  videos. 


www.goodvibes.com  I -800-BUY-VIBE 


Good 

Vibrations 


San  Francisco  Berkeley 

1210  Valencia  Street  2504  San  Pablo  Ave. 

(4 1 5)  974-8980  (5  1 0)  84 1  -8987 

Open  Sun.-Thurs.  I  lam-7pm;  Fri.  and  Sat.  I  lam-8pm 


•women-owned  and  operated  ‘friendly,  knowledgeable  staff 
•wide  selection — from  educational  to  erotic  ’ 


Exclusively  Full-Figured 
Women's  Apparel 


tfilfc 


Voodoo 

lsoaNse 


Saturday  night  specials 

3/2  Bumper7,  The  Imps,  Operation 
Interstellar  9pm,  $6 
3/9  Roux  w/Gooferman  9pm,  $6 
3/16  Harold  Ray,  The  Rev  9pm,  $6 
3/23  Slender,  Koolie  Cat,  The  Skirts,  9pm,  $6 
3/30  Warsaw,  Shit  OuttaLuck, 

The  Debonnanes,  Hebro  9pm,  $8 

For  a  complete  schedule  go  to: 

www.voodoolounge-sf.com 

2937  Mission  Street 

(Between  25th  and  26th) 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 10 

415.28 5.3369 


Radio  Habafia 

Social  Club _ 

Poetry 


Reading 


A.K.A 

Cafes 

VALIN 


Cultumt 

INCH# 


8pm  to  round  midnight 
monday  thru  Saturday 


DA  (41 5f 824-7659 


Yuca  & 
Black 
Beans 

Cuban 
Beer 

Art  &  Music 

Near  -22nd 


1109 

VALENCIA  STREET 


Homelessness  in  the  Mission 


Continurd  from  Page  1 

In  the  Mission  District  there  are  an  esti¬ 
mated  5,000-10,000  Day  Laborers,  of 
whom  100  to  500  are  looking  for  work 
each  day  on  Cesar  Chavez  Boulevard. 
Many  of  these  are  men  without  homes, 
living  on  the  street,  in  garages,  or  shelters. 
They  do  receive  considerable  help  and 
support  from  The  Day  Laborer  Program 
(which  will  one  day  move  its  offices  to 
Cesar  Chavez)  as  well  as  from  the 
Dolores  Street  Community  Services. 

Tlie  Role  of  Drugs 

San  Francisco  has  a  drug  problem.  One 
can  easily  observe  the  dealers  on  populat¬ 
ed  comers  of  the  Mission.  They  have  fat 
wads  of  money  which  they  riffle  through 
from  time  to  time,  as  a  sort  of  advertise¬ 
ment  for  their  wares.  Others  come  up  and 
hand  them  more  money,  which  is  added  to 
the  wad.  Later,  you  may  witness  the  drug 
recipients  injecting  themselves  in  an  alley 
or  a  doorway,  their  backs  to  you.  It’s  hand, 
to  watch.  It  makes  one  feel  a  little  sick. 
The  eventual  result  of  all  these  sales  is 
that  4,727  homeless  San  Franciscans  will 
receive  substance  abuse  services  and 
another  2,659  will  receive  detoxification 
services  from  the  Department  of  Public 
Health. 

The  most  recent  national  statistics 
show  the  rate  of  emergency  room  visits 
resulting  from  heroin/morphine  incidents 
has  dropped  in  San  Francisco  during  the 
last  year  (1999-2000).  The  City  is  now  in 
4th  place  nationwide  (We  had  been  in 
first.)  In  terms  of  overall  drug  incidents  in 
the  years  1990-1994,  San  Francisco  was 
in  first  place  nationwide,  though  since 
then  incidence  has  dropped  ste.adily  in 
San  Francisco  and  across  the  nation.  (Let 
me  point  out  that  being  in  first  place  is  not 
like  the  Olympics . .  .first  place  in  terms  of 
dmgs  is  the  worst  place.) 

Today,  local  heroin  use  has  declined 
even  further  and  we  are  now  in  5th  place 
nation-wide.  Currently,  our  most  negative 
statistics  are  for  methamphetamine/speed 
incidents:  in  this  area,  San  Francisco  has 
been  number  1  for  the  past  8  years. 

Dr.  Alice  Gleghom,  Director  of 
Substance  Abuse  Research  for  the 
Department  of  Public  Health,  believes 
that  our  recent  reductions,  particularly  in 
the  Overall  Incidents  (meaning  visits  to 
the  hospital),  have  been  due  to  an  increase 
in  funding  for  treatment  in  recent  years 
and  to  the  “reduction  of  harm  philosophy, 
which  views  the  person  as  a  patient. . .  not 
as  an  addict. .  .and  attempts  to  build  a  pro¬ 
gram  for  health  for  and  with  that  persoa” 

Though  “hard”  drugs  play  a  major 
role  in  self-destruction  and  homelessness, 
alcohol  is  actually  the  drug  which  does 
the  most  harm.  It  is  cheap,  legal,  broadly 
advertised  and  widely  available.  In  1993, 
recognizing  a  visible  problem  of  alco¬ 
holism  in  this  neighborhood.  Mission  res¬ 
idents  organized  to  place  a  permanent  ban 
on  new  liquor  stores  and  bars.  The  regu¬ 
lation  was  finalized  in  1996. 

Whether  or  not  this  effort  has  reduced 
alcohol  consumption  or  saved  lives  is  yet 
to  be  seen.  We  do  know  that  in  2001,  75 
homeless  people  died  on  the  streets  of  San 
Francisco,  with  at  least  half  of  these 
deaths  due  to  substance  abuse,  including 
alcohol. 

The  Continuum  of  Care 

The  City  has  a  “Continuum  of  Care,”  a 
198-page  document  chock  full  of  infor¬ 
mation  and  solutions  for  reducing  or  end¬ 
ing  homelessness,  prepared  by  hundreds 
of  participants  including  homeless  per¬ 
sons,  service  providers,  public  health 
experts  and  concerned  citizens.  The  doc¬ 
ument  not  only  has  extensive  facts  and 


figures  about  the  problem,  it  also  contains 
recommendations  for  improving  the 
entire  “care”  system  with  concrete  goals 
and  actions. 

The  “Continuum”  was  approved  in 
September  2001  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  and  is  now  the  official  plan 
for  San  Francisco.  One  might  suggest  to 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  that  they  focus 
on  implementing  the  plan  (that  is,  figur¬ 
ing  out  how  to  pay  for  it)  rather  than  mov¬ 
ing  in  dozens  of  new  and  sometimes  dis¬ 
parate  directions.  Helping  thousands  of 
homeless  people  will  take  enormous,  con¬ 
centrated  and  effective  effort  and  will  not 
be  accomplished  by  a  “quick  fix.” 

Some  good  news 

Returning  to  the  Mission,  there  is  some 
good  news... we  have  several  model  ser¬ 
vice  providers  for  homeless  folks  and  for 
those  with  substance  abuse  or  health 
problems.  Many  Mission  residents  don’t 
know  about  the  Salvation  Army’s  Adult 
Rehabilitation  Center  (ARC),  located 
across  the  street  from  their  store  on 
Valencia  Street  between  26th  and  Cesar 
Chavez. 

The  program  serves  112  men  and  20 
women  in  a  residential  setting  using  a 
work-therapy-spiritual  model.  Most  of 
the  residents  are  recovering  from  chemi¬ 
cal  dependence  and  have  already  gone 
through  detoxification  before  entering  the 
ARC.  They  are  provided  with  housing, 
food,  clothing,  health  care,  counseling, 
education  (earning  a  GED),  and  money 
for  incidentals.  They  work  a  40-hour 
week  in  the  workshop  or  picking  up 
goods,  and  are  able  to  have  a  minimum 
stay  of  6  months.  Residence  may  extend 
for  an  additional  6  months,  if  needed. 

The  fact  that  sufficient  time  is 
allowed  for  recovery  is  significant.  Once 
recovery  is  completed,  every  effort  is 
made  to  find  employment  for  all  ARC 
residents,  and  many  move  to  the 
Salvation  Army’s  Gateway  Transitional 
Housing  downtown,  where  further  case 
management  is  provided. 

While  it  helps  residents  get  their  lives 
together,  the  ARC  is  totally  self-suffi¬ 
cient  They  collect  our  cast-a-ways,  reha¬ 
bilitate  them  at  the  Valencia  Street  work¬ 
shop,  and  sell  the  products  in  their  7  thrift 
shops  located  from  Redwood  City  to  San 
Rafael.  The  thrift  shops,  in  turn,  support 
the  residents  at  the  ARC. 

Their  only  major  problem  (and  it  is 
major)  is  that  the  ARC  workshop  has  to 
be  earthquake-  proofed  by  2004  or  tom 
down.  The  cost  is  in  excess  of  $  2  mil¬ 
lion.  Dolores  Street  Community  Services 
has  its  headquarters  at  938  Valencia 
Street.  They  provide  shelter  beds  to  120 
homeless  workingmen,  primarily  Latino 
day  laborers,  in  4  shelters  located  around 
the  Mission. 

■  Dolores  Street  also  has  a  beautiful 
assisted-living  residence  for  10  formerly 
homeless  individuals  who  are  disabled 
with  AIDS  and  other  health  complica¬ 
tions.  For  them,  this  is  permanent  hous¬ 
ing.  What  a  relief  that  must  be!  The  men 
who  live  in  one  of  the  4  shelters'  (and 
interestingly  enough,  most  neighbors  do 
not  even  know  that  the  shelters  are  there) 
are  provided  with  a  light  breakfast  and  a 
full  dinner  each  day,  plus  a  full  range  of 
case  management  including  counseling, 
immigration  services,  ESL  classes,  health 
care,  money  management,  and  employ¬ 
ment  and  housing  services. 

Many  of  the  services  are  provided  by 
dedicated  volunteers  who  want  to  help 
these  men  who  are  so  far  from  their 
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homes  and  families.  Dolores  Street  is 
able  to  provide  all  their  services  for  the 
cost  of  $  14.00  per  night,  per  persoa  (You 
can  do  the  arithmetic  and  see  that  this  is 
an  unbelievably  inexpensive  investment.) 
However,  Dolores  Street  does  need  con¬ 
stant  support  from  the  residents,  volun¬ 
teers  and  the  business  community  in  order 
to  provide  service  and  keep  the  costs 
down. 

Bob  Nelson,  the  Executive  Director, 
also  believes  that  keeping  their  shelters 
small  in  number  (approximately  30  men 
at  each)  contributes  to  their  success  and 
even  hominess.  Both  the  Salvation  Army 
ARC  and  Dolores  Street  require  their  res¬ 
idents  to  be  clean  and  sober. 

The  Mission  Housing  and 
Development  Corporation  (MHDC)  has  a 
different  and  also  successful  model. 
MHDC  owns  two  hotels  in  the  Mission, 
both  of  which  have  been  remodeled  to  a 
very  high  standard:  one  is  the  Altamont, 
with  88  units;  the  other  is  the  Apollo,  with 
80  units.  The  target  tenants  are  persons  of 
very,  very  low  income,  less  than  25%  of 
the  local  median  income. 

Most  of  the  residents  have  been 
homeless  and  come  from  the  Mission  and 
the  nearby  neighborhoods.  The  important 
point  about  the  168  residents  at  the 
Altamont  and  the  Apollo  is  that  the  hous¬ 
ing  is  permanent.  They  are,  of  course, 
through  vocational  guidance,  encouraged 
to  become  employed  and  to  lead  produc¬ 
tive  lives. 


Opening  soon 

There  is  another  bit  of  good  news  for  the 
Mission’s  homeless  population.  This 
spring,  the  Mission  Neighborhood 
Resource  Center  will  open  on  Capp  Street 
near  16th.  This  Center,  plans  for  which 
were  first  formulated  in  1999,  will  pro¬ 
vide  a  wide  array  of  necessary  services 
for  homeless  persons  in  the  Mission  and 
nearby  neighborhoods  as  well  as  helping 
those  who  are  marginally  housed  or  who 
may  be  in  danger  of  losing  their  homes. 
(See  the  detailed  article  on  the  Center  in 
the  February  2002  issue  of  the  New 
Mission  News.) 

In  addition  to  providing  medical 
treatment  and  substance  abuse  counsel¬ 
ing,  homeless  folks  will  be  provided  with 
lockers,  showers,  laundry  facilities  and 
voice  mail.  Neighbors,  who  have  sup¬ 
ported  this  project,  are  hoping  that  such 
an  intensity  of  services  will  diminish 
most  of  the  negative  street  behavior  over 
time.  It’s  a  gamble. 

Also  in  the  spring,  Mission  Mental 
Health,  an  outpatient  program  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Health,  will  move 
to  Mission  Street  between  23rd  and  24th. 
Currently  the  Center  is  on  Potrero  near 
Alameda,  not  exactly  the  center  of  the 
neighborhood.  This  mental  health  clinic 
serves  both  the  Castro  and  the  Mission 
and  maintains  a  caseload  of  1,200  persons 
a  year,  with  500  new  admissions  and  750 
on-going  cases.  68%  of  the  patients  live 
with  their  families  or  friends.  12.5%  are 
homeless. 

The  grave  concern  now,  for  Mental 
Health  and  for  Public  Health  in  general  is 
the  proposed  cut  in  services  due  to  the 
downturn  in  City  funds  following  the 
recession.  These  cuts  may  mean  that  very 
sick  people  will  be  once  again  on  the 
streets  with  little  care. 

Homeless  politics 

Many  of  the  Supervisors  have  become 
very  focused  on  issues  related  to  home¬ 
lessness.  This  is  because  the  public  has 
become  upset  and  vocal  over  the  problem, 
and  the  dartres  and  weeklies  are  escalating 
their  coverage.  Though  much  of  this  cov¬ 
erage  is  sensational  or  confrontational, 
certain  positive  effects  have  occurred. 


Some  Supervisors  have  become  aware  of 
and  even  knowledgeable  about  the 
“Continuum  of  Care.”  This  is  good, 
because  it  is  our  planning  document  for 
reducing  homelessness. 

Supervisor  Ammiano  has  promised  to 
try  to  get  California  State  funding  for 
homeless  residents,  taking  a  cue  from  New 
York  State,  which  provides  sizeable  sums 
to  assist  cities  with  their  homeless  popula¬ 
tions.  This  will  take  time. 

Supervisor  Newsom  has  a  number  of 
proposals  which  are  evolving  as  new  infor¬ 
mation  is  acquired  and/or  new  ideas  devel¬ 
oped.  Some  of  the  proposals  are  quite 
meritorious,  such  as  raising  standards  at 
the  very  large  shelters  (though  some 
believe  the  large  shelters  should  be  broken 
up),  expanding  hours  of  operation  for  all 
homeless  shelters,  expanding  winter  shel¬ 
ters  to  year-round,  and  providing 
improved  coordination  among  the  service 
providers. 

The  Supervisor  would  also  like  to 
eliminate  panhandling  from  median  strips 
and  in  public  garages.  (There  is  no  evi¬ 
dence  that  median  strip  panhandlers  have 
been  the  victims  or  the  cause  of  accidents. 
Some  drivers  find  median  strip  panhan¬ 
dlers  intimidating  or  distracting.) 

Supervisor  Newsom  has  also  pro¬ 
posed  a  “tracking  system,”  which  has 
become  very  controversial  issue.  The 
exact  nature  of  the  “tracking”  needs  to  be 
clarified.  If  the  purpose  of  any  system  of 
information  is  to  help  a  client  receive  bet¬ 
ter  services  or  for  the  service  provider  to 
better  understand  the  client,  then  that  is  a 
good  thing.  We  are  all  “tracked”  when  we 
enter  kindergarten,  college,  employment, 
or  the  hospital.  However,  if  the  purpose  is 
to  punish,  embarrass  or  discriminate 
against  people,  that  that  should  not  be  per¬ 
mitted.  Systems  of  personal  information 
need  proper  safeguards.’ 

All  of  the  various  Supervisors’  pro¬ 
posals,  some  small,  some  major,  are 
attempting  to  deal  with  defects  or  a  weak¬ 
nesses  in  the  way  the  homeless  programs 
are  managed,  funded  or  delivered.  We 
hope  the  proposals  will  be  given  thought¬ 
ful  consideration. 

Supervisor  Daly  has  proposed  a 
“Homeless  Summit”  which  is  to  be  held 
March  7th  from  9  am  to  4  pm  in  Herbst 
Hall  of  the  Veterans’  Building.  An  effort 
at  consensus  needs  to  be  made,  recogniz¬ 
ing  that  people’s  lives  are  at  stake. 
Consensus  means  that  everybody  is  mind¬ 
ful  of  all  of  the  stakeholders  and  his  or  her 
varying  viewpoints  and  interests.  Each 
participant  must  make  an  effort  to  be  as 
inclusive  as  is  possible. 

With  consensus,  each  person/group 
should  get  most  of  what  they  want  and  also 
be  willing  to  forego  some  of  their  own 
demands.  The  Veterans’  Building  has  a 
history  of  peacemaking;  perhaps  its  good 
karma  will  work  for  the  Homeless 
Summit. 
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Election  Recommendations 
Leus  Recomendaciones  de  la  elec don 


Assembly/Asamblea  13th  A.D .  . .....Harry  Britt 

"Harry  Britt  has  been  a  true  and  faithful  supporter  of  the  United  Farm 
Workers.  Cesar  Chavez  considered  him  a  personal  friend.  His  life  work 
and  commitment  reflect  the  progressive  principles  he  stands 
for. "...  Dolores  Huerta 

"Harry  Britt  ha  sido  un  verdadero  yfiel  apoyador  de  la  Union  de  Trabaja- 
dores  Agrlcolas  (United  Farm  Workers)...  Cesar  Chavez  lo  considero  como 
su  amigo.  Toda  su  vida  y  todas  sus  obras  reflejan  su  ardua  dedicacion  a 
sus  principios  progresivos". . .  Dolores  Huerta 

flssetnbly/Asambiea  12th  fl.D. . . . Dan  Kelly 

Public  Defender/Defensor  Publico . . .....Jeff  AdclChi 

Jeff  will  restore  translation  services  for  our  community,  which  have  been  cut  by  the 
Mayor's  political  appointee  who  is  now  in  office.  Jeff  has  tried  over  100  cases.  His 
opponent  has  not  tried  a  case  in  10  years.  Jeff  has  dedicated  15  years  of  his  career  to 
ensure  that  our  community  has  equal  access  to  excellent  legal  services. 
He  believes  in  Justice  for  All,  not  just  for  the  Rich! 

Jeff  restaurara  los  servicios  bilingues  en  nuestra  comunidad,  los  cuales 
fueron  cortados  por  un  politico  puesto  por  el  Alcalde  de  SF.  Jeff  ha  litigado 
mas  de  100  casos.  Su  oponente  no  ha  litigado  ni  un  caso  en  los  ultimos  10 
a  nos.  Jeff  ha  dedicado  lo  ultimos  15  ah  os  de  su  carrera  en  asegurar  que 
nuestra  comunidad  tenga  acceso  a  servicios  legates.  El  es  firme  creedor 
de  justicia  para  todos,  no  solamente  para  los  ricos! 

Judge/luez  Seat/Sienta  #10 . . Susan  Lew 

Raised  in  the  Mission  District,  Susan  Lew  has  been  a  friend  of  our  community  her 
entire  career.  She  is  the  first  Asian  President  of  SF  La  Raza  Lawyers  Association.  She 
is  endorsed  by  SF  Labor  Council,  United  Farm  Workers,  Mexican  American  Political 
Assn,  and  every  major  Latino  organization.  We  proudly  endorse  her. 

Credo  en  el  distrito  de  la  Mision,  Susan  Lew  ha  sido  un  amiga  de 
nuestra  comunidad  durante  toda  su  carrera.  Ella  fue  la  primera  Presidente 
Asiatico  de  "La  Raza  Asociacion  de  Abogados”  en  San  Francisco.  Ella 
ha  sido  endorsada  por  el  San  Francisco  Labor  Council,  United  Farm 
Workers,  Mexican  American  Political  Assn,  y  otras  organizacidnes  Latinos. 

Nosotros  la  endorsamos  con  orgullo. 

Juez/Judge  Seat/Sienta  #3 . Nancy  Davis 

Assessor/Tasador. . Ron  Chun  or/o  John  Farrell 


Two  qualified  candidates  for  Assessor  Vote  for  one 

RON  CHUN  An  attorney  and  CPA 
:  with  over  seven  years  experience 
as  a  member  of  the  San  Francisco 
Assessment  Appeals  Board,  he 

_ _  has  resolved  hundreds  of  home- 

owner  and  small  business  disputes. 

Abogado  y  Contador  Publico  con  mas  de 
siete  ahos  de  experience  como  miembro 
del  Junta  de  Apelaciones  de  Tasacidn.  En 
esta  Junta  de  Apelaciones,  Ron  ha  resuelto 
ccienes  de  disputas  de  duehos  de 
propriedades  y  duenhos  de  negocios. 


only/Solamente  Vote  por  un  candidado  para  Tasador 

As  the  Assistant  Assessor, 
certified  appraiser  with  10  years 
of  experience,  who  manages  the 
office's  budget  /  am  responsible 
for  the  collection  of  revenues  to 
fund  critical  community  services. 

San  Francisco  is  in  a  serious  economic 
situation.  San  Francisco  needs  a  qualified 
professional  candidate,  not  a  politician. 

Como  Asistente  de  Asesor,  evaluador  y 
certificado  con  10  ahos  de  experiencia 
coleccion  de  $1 1  millon  anuales  para  servicios 
de  comunidad. 


•  INICIATTVES  •  INICUUTVTUS' 


Prop  A  Instant  Runoff  Voting / Perdidas  instantaneas  que  votan .  . Yes/Si! 

YesIM  Support  Voting  Rights  for  minorities!  Replace  December  runoff,  when  minority 
voter  turnout  declines,  with  instant  runoff  in  November.  Endorser). by  United  Farm  Workers, 
Sup.  Matt  Gonzalez  and  Tom  Ammiano,  Democratic  Party,  SF  Labor  Council  and  many 
more. 

Eliminermos  la  eleccion  en  Diciembre  cuando  no  hay  sufficientes  votantes  minoritarios. 
Apoye  el  dercho  de  votar  de  las  minorias. 

Prop  B  SF  Employee  Retirement  I  La  Jubilacion  del  Empleado  de  la  ciudad . . .  Yes/Si! 

Proposition  B  is  a  NO  COST  solution  thatfixes  a  loophole  in  the  rules  determining  pension 
benefits  for  retired  city  employees.  Help  seniors  help  themselves. 

Proposicion  B  no  represents  costa  alguno,  y  mejora  las  reglas  que  rigen  los  beneficios  que 
recigen  los  empleados  jubilados  del  condado  de  SF.  Ayude  que  los  empleados  retirados  de 
la  ciudaad  obtengan  mejores  beneficios. 

Prop  C  Non-Citizens  will  be  able  to  serve  on  Boards  &  Commissions /  Permita  la 
participacidn  de  gente  que  no  son  ciudadanos  en  comites  y  juntas  de  el  gobierno  local 
de  la  ciudad  de  San  Francisco .  . . Yes/Si! 

Prop  D  Reform  the  Planning  Commission  and  Appeals  Board  that  have  destroyed  our 
community/ Reforme  la  Comision  de  Planeamiento  y  Apelaciones  que  han  destruido 
nuestra  communidad  con  sus  decisiones .  Yes/Si! 

Prop  E  Close  the  loophole  in  Domestic  Partners  benefits /Ayude  asegurar  beneficios 
domesticas . t .  Yes/Si! 

Prop  F  Don't  allow  unelected  mayoral  appointees  to  overturn  voter  approved  bonds. 
This  is  a  Sham  /  No  permita  que  los  conejillos  del  Alcalde  tengan  el  poder  de  camblar 
la  garantia  de  los  terminos  del  prestamo,  que  nosotros  los  votantes  elgimos.  Esto  es  un 
Embuste! .  No/No! 

Prop  G  Stop  the  increase  of  billboards  in  our  neighborhoods  /  Por  favor  PAREN  de 
ponermas  Carteleras  de  propaganda  comercial  en  nuestra  comunidad..  Yes/Si! 


DEMOCRATIC  OFFICIALS  •  OFICIALES  DEMOCRATICOS 


12**  A.D. 

Helynna  Brooks 
Eric  Mar 
Jane  Morrison 
Bud  Wilson 


13**  A.D. 

Tracy  Baxter 
Miguel  Bustos 
Sue  Bierman 
Wade  Crowfoot 
Robert  Haaland 
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Comparta  esta  tarjeta  eon  un  amigo 


Garrett  Jenkins 
Joe  Julian 
Dave  Monks 
Richard  Ow 
Criss  Romero 


Julie  Soo 
Houston  Zheng 
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Everything  home  cooked 


Breakfast, 
Lunch 
and  Dinner 


Good  Food 
for  35  years! 

Called  the  "Best  Diner 
in  the  City.  " 

-  SF  Chronicle 


Ask  About 
Our  Specials 


Special  Discounts 
to  Nonprofit 
Organizations 


Ibarra  Brothers  Printing 
1009  Valencia  St,  (nr  2ist) 

Telephone:  626-6700  Fax:  626-6701 


NOW 
AVAILABLE 


The  Scarlet  Sage  Herb  Company 

specializing  in  high  quality  organic  &  wildcrafied  bulk  herbs 

♦  We  carry  a  full  line  ♦  Vitamin  Supplements 

♦  Books 

♦  Flower  Essences 


: 


OF  TINCTURES 

♦  Homeopathic 
remedies 

♦  Aromatherapy  ♦  Body  Care  Products 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 


1173  Valencia  near  23rd 


(415)  8Z1-0997 

A  Women-Owned  Business 


Silicon 
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The  poor  must  become  risk  takers 


Watching  the  Enron  hearings,  I 
found  myself  feeling  little  sym¬ 
pathy  for  all  those  low-level 
employees  sniveling  away  in  front  of  the 
senators  and  bemoaning — fake  jewelry, 
big  hair,  and  fast-food-fattened  dewlaps  a- 
quiver — the  loss  of  their  precious 
401(k)’s.  For  is  it  really  such  a  tragedy 
that  these  elderly  rednecks  must  abandon 
their  plans  for  early  retirement,  and  will 
now  only  get  to  spend  one  or  two  years — 
rather  than  twenty  or  more — staring  at  the 
television  and  farting  into  their  La-Z- 
Boys  before  they  cross  over  to  that  big 
tractor  pull  in  the  sky? 

What  is  saddening,  however,  is  then- 
utter  lack  of  gratitude  to  their  superiors — 
which  can  only  be  explained  by  the  petty - 
minded  materialism  endemic  among  the 
lower  orders.  For  clearly  these  proles  are 
so  focused  on  the  loss  of  the  hard-earned 
dollars  they  squirreled  away  week-after- 
week  into  their  retirement  accounts,  that 
they  are  unable  to  appreciate  that  Kenneth 
Lay  and  his  team  gave  them  something  far 
more  valuable  than  money:  the  chance  to 
think  big,  to  experience  the  wonderful 
sense  of  hope  that  our  free-market  system 
inspires,  allowing  even  the  most  lowly  to 
dream  of  one  day  striking  it  rich. 

It  goes  without  saying  that  none  of 
these  simple-minded  linemen,  clerks  and 
secretaries  was  ever  going  to  become 
wealthy.  Yet  they  should  console  them¬ 
selves  with  the  knowledge  that  Mr.  Lay 
empowered  them  to  be  for  the  first  time  in 
their  lives  something  more  than  hard¬ 
working  drones.  For,  by  persuading  them 
to  buy  Enron  stock  as  the  company  col¬ 
lapsed  around  them,  he  allowed  them  to 
become — even  though  they  might  not 
have  realized  it  at  the  time — risk-takers, 
who  placed  their  futures  on  the  line,  like 
the  bravest  of  entrepreneurs,  in  order  to 
pursue  a  dream. 

And  now  that  it  is  apparent  that  they 
have  failed  to  realize  that  dream,  they 
should  nevertheless  not  feel  too  bad.  For, 
as  Supervisor  Newsom  told  an  audience  at 
the  Commonwealth  Club  last  month,  one 
cannot  be  a  risk-taker — and  achieve  suc¬ 
cess — without  embracing  the  possibility 
of  failure. 


Many  of  us  wealthier  folks,  of 
course,  consider  it  our  duty  to  challenge 
the  lower  classes  to  overcome  their  mate¬ 
rialistic  obsession  with  financial  stability 
and  emulate  the  free-wheeling  spirit  of 
entrepreneurs  like  ourselves.  Which  is 
why  we  try  so  hard  to  expose  them  to  risk 
and,  if  necessary,  to  the  failure  that  often 
accompanies  it. 

While  President  Bush,  through 
spending  cuts,  budget  deficits,  and 
schemes  to  privatize  social  security,  has 
done  so  much  on  a  national  level  to 
increase  the  lower  orders’  exposure  to 
risk,  local  efforts  to  help  them  become 
more  like  us  entrepreneurs  are  being  led 
by  Supervisor  Newsom.  For,  with  his 
steadfast  support  of  the  evictions  that 
force  them  from  their  low  -rent  apartments 
to  residential  hotels  and  thence  to  the 
streets,  he  has  demonstrated  an  unparal¬ 
leled  commitment  to  ensuring  that  the 
poor  have  real  opportunity  to  embrace 
change. 

And  now,  with  a  proposal  to  slash 
welfare  grants,  so  that  recipients  would 
have  to  pay  for  interview  clothes,  public 
transportation,  phone  service  and  a  mail¬ 
box  out  of  a  stipend  of  only  $50  a  month, 
he  is  seeing  to  it  that  those  at  society’s 
lower  reaches  will  definitely  have  to  think 
outside  the  box  if  they  are  to  have  the 
slightest  hope  of  ever  finding  a  job. 

Clearly,  then,  despite  what  those  tear¬ 
ful  Enron  employees  seem  to  think,  the 
upper  classes  do  have  your  best  interests 
at  heart.  Which  means  that  if  you  find 
yourself  homeless  because  your  apart¬ 
ment  was  turned  into  a  TIC,  or  you  miss 
your  job  interview  because  you  couldn’t 
afford  the  bus  fare,  you  should  feel  noth¬ 
ing  but  gratitude  to  Supervisor  Newsom. 

For  even  though — due  to  family  con¬ 
nections  and  the  deep  pockets  of  his  mil¬ 
lionaire  friends — he  himself  has  been 
deprived  of  the  opportunity  to  experience 
the  risk  and  failure  which  he  believes  are 
so  essential  to  success,  he  is  nevertheless 
determined  to  ensure  that  that  opportunity 
will  always  be  available  to  people  like 
you. 


Quit 

SMART' 

Stop  smoking 
in  three  sessions. 

Individuals  •  Couples  •  Groups 
19  years  experience 
Noe  Valley  office 
Lori  Feldman,  LCSW 
415.285.9406 

Psychotherapy  also  offered  for 
anxiety,  stress,  depression 
and  communication  issues. 


VALENCIA 


HOURS: 
Sun  Ilam-5pm 
Mon  through  Sat  I0am-6pm 


SCHWINN 

SPECIALIZED 

~TREK 

Huge  selection  of  Parts.  Accessories  i  dotting 
Expert  and  Fast  Repairs  ••  All  Makes  and  Models 

WE  SOX  BIKES  FOR  TRAVEL 

(between  20th  and  21st  Streets) 

1077  Valencia  1065  Valencia 

550-6600  (sales)  550-6601  (repairs) 


New  Mission  News 


MARCH  2002  9 


A  FEW  WORDS 
FROM 


SUPERVISOR  TOM  AMMIANO 


Hello  Neighbors,  I  would  like  tell 
you  about  some  exciting  develop¬ 
ments  at  the  Board.  District  elec¬ 
tions  is  well  into  its  second  year  and  I 
believe  we  have  a  lot  to  be  proud  of,  but 
still,  we  have  much  more  work  to  do 

What  weVe  gotten  done 

Some  of  the  Board’s  collective  accom¬ 
plishments  include:  1)  the  elimination  of 
unfair  advantages  for  live/work  develop¬ 
ers  who  previously  were  not  contributing 
to  affordable  housing  and  to  their  fair 
share  of  school  fees;  2)  the  passage  of  sig¬ 
nificant  increases  to  the  Jobs-Housing 
Linkage  Fee;  3)  the  assurance  that  com¬ 
mercial  developers  contribute  to  afford¬ 
able  housing  to  offset  the  demand  they 
create  on  the  local  housing  market;  and 
we  also  substantially  reduced  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  lobbyists  on  Board  votes. 

In  terms  of  the  work  left  to  do,  I  am 
focusing  my  attention  this  season  on 
strengthening  communities’  ability  to 
shape  their  neighborhoods,  coordinating 
public  services  regarding  health  and  safe¬ 
ty,  and  enhancing  amenities.  Let  me  give 
you  some  examples. 

Big  boxes 

Regarding  large  retail  outfits,  I  believe 
elected  officials  must  ensure  that  new 
developments  are  appropriate  for  the 
neighborhood  and  that  the  community 
gets  the  best  deal  possible.  My 
Conditional  Use  legislation,  called  “Big 
Box,”  will,  in  fact,  strengthen  the  commu¬ 
nity’s  hand  in  negotiations.  This  legisla¬ 
tion  will  compel  a  fair  approval  process 
for  large  retail  uses  above  50,000  square 
feet  -  except  grocery  stores  —  and  will 
allow  for  public  hearings  and  for]condi- 
tions  brought  by  the  neighborhood  to  be 
imposed  and  codified. 

The  conditional  use  process  will  also 

allow  the  Planning  Commission  to 
impose  project  conditions  (to  mitigate 
traffic  and  other  impacts  of  the  project). 
The  Big  Box  legislation  is  scheduled  for  a 


hearing  on  March  14  in  the  Transportation 
&  Commerce  Committee  at  10:00  a  m. 
and  will  require  a  super-majority  of  8 
votes  to  pass. 

Health  and  safety 

In  late  February  I  hosted  a  meeting  focus¬ 
ing  on  Health  &  Safety  issues  in 
Southeast  San  Francisco.  I  know  each 
department  is  working  hard  on  these 
issues;  however,  we  could  all  benefit  from 
forming  partnerships  and  coordinating 
our  efforts. 

We  feel  partnerships  will  strengthen 
existing  work  and  will  bring  attention  to 
gaps  in  services.  Representatives  were 
invited  from  surrounding  supervisors’ 
districts,  the  Mayor’s  departments.  City 
departments,  MEDA,  SFSafe,  SFUSD, 
SFPD,  DA,  and  the  community.  In  that 
spirit,  our  group  will  be  called  Health  and 
Safety  in  Southeast  San  Francisco. 

We  have  a  lot  of  coordinating  to  do 
with  existing  programs,  but  with  the  will¬ 
ingness  that  the  parties  at  the  table 
demonstrated,  there  is  a  strong  promise  of 
better-coordinated  services  and  a  healthi¬ 
er  and  safer  San  Francisco. 


Rolph  park  facilities 

The  current  bathroom  situation  on  Cesar 
Chavez  is  improving  slowly  but  surely. 
The  City’s  recent  accomplishment  is  in 
extending  the  hours  of  operation  at  Rolph 
Park.  Instead  of  opening  up  at  1:00  p.m., 
Rolph  Park  bathrooms  will  now  be 
opened  from  6:00  a.m.  to  9:00  p.m., 
according  to  the  Department  of 
Recreation  &  Parks.  Additionally,  the 
Decaux  toilet  located  at  Cesar  Chavez  & 
South  Van  Ness  is  receiving  more  mainte¬ 
nance  from  the  City. 

I  hope  to  see  some  of  you  at  our 
upcoming  meetings.  Please  watch  the 
New  Mission  News  for  dates  and  places. 
Until  then . 


New  College  of  California 


School  of  Graduate  Psychology 


Leading  to  M.F.T.  Licensure 

Feminist-Clinical  & 
Social-Clinical  Emphasis 

We  utilize  a  psychodynamic  and  systems-theories  approach,  advancing 
the  concepts  that  in  order  to  effect  change  in  our  society;  it  is  necessary 
to  understand  how  psychology  shapes  the  political  process. 

Information  Session 
WEDNESDAY.  MARCH  13  (6:30PM) 

New  College  Cultural  Center 
766  Valencia  Street 
415-437-3421 


www.neujcollege.edu 


Accredited  by  the  Western  Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges. 
Financial  aid  is  available  for  students  who  qualify. 


SMALL  BUSINESS  OWNERS  AND  MANAGERS: 


Quit  Wasting  Money. . . 
it's  Easy! 

Put  your  electricity  bill  on  a  diet! 

FAX  your  electricity  bill  plus  your  name, 
phone  number,  and  best  time  to  call  to: 
(415)355-3750 

For  more  info: 

Call  Hank  (English) -355-3718; 

Call  Patricia  (Spanish)  -  355-3717;  Call  Raymond  (Chinese)  -  355-3719 

SF  Power  $avers  is  the  lighting  retrofit  program  for  small  business. 

It's  managed  by  San  Francisco's  Department  of  the  Environment. 

www.sfenvironment.com 
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King  &  Queen  Contest 

Date  &  Time:  Sunday,  March  31, 2002  at  7pm 
Location:  ODC  Theater,  3153 17™  Street,  S.F. 
Entry  Deadline:  Friday,  March  22, 2002  at  5pm 

A  $500  Cash  Prize  will  be 
Awarded  to  Each  Winner! 

CALL  FOR  CONTEST  RULES 

CARNAVAL  HOTLINE:  (415)920-0125 
Or  e-mail  to  esoberanes@earthlink.net 


Brazilian  Cultural  Academy 

2 376  Mission  (at  2 0th)  •  SF  •  (415)  284-6196  •  mvw.abada.org 


Capoeira  teens  train  FREE!, 
Casses  for  ages  5  to  adult 
Afro-Brazilian  Dance  ( 


HARRINGTON  BROS, 


Furnishings 

Antiques 

Moving 


599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 
(415)861-7300 

We  Buy  &  Sell  Everything  j 
for  Home  &  Office 
Old,  Like  New  &  Antique 
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The  month  of  March  is  when  San 
Francisco’s  Camaval  season  really 
starts  to  take  off.  Just  the  thought 
of  the  City’s  most  colorful  multicultural 
celebration,  plus  some  dance  parties  and 
other  events  on  the  horizon,  is  enough  to 
bring  anyone  out  of  the  winter  doldrums. 

To  repeat  myself  from  last  month’s 
column,  “Nueva  Vida”  (New  Life)  is  the 
official  Camaval  theme  this  year —  most 
appropriate  since  Camaval  SF  is  now 
under  new  management.  Indeed,  with 
Mission  Neighborhood  Centers,  Inc.,  at 
the  helm,  Camaval  SF  is  reverting  back 
to  being  a  two-day  event  held  entirely  in 
the  Mission.  No  more  Civic  Center  for 
us,  thank  you! 

As  ever,  the  festivities  will  take  place 
over  the  Memorial  Day  weekend.  May  25 
and  26.  There’ll  be  a  street  festival  both 
days  on  Harrison  Street,  the  old  stomping 
ground,  with  the  Grand  Parade  down 
Mission  Street  on  Sunday,  the  26th,  as 
usual. 

Note:  The  Parade  will  start  at  10  a  m. 
sharp.  And  they  do  mean  sharp — 
Brazilian  or  Caribbean  time  just  won’t  do ! 
The  good  news  is  that  the  festivities  are 
being  televised  live  on  KRON-TV  this 
time,  hence  the  early  start. 

Every  Camaval  needs  its  royalty,  so 
mark  your  calendars  for  the  2002 
Camaval  King  and  Queen  contest  to  be 
held  Sunday,  March  31  at  the  ODC 
Theater,  3153  17th  Street  (cross  street 
Shotwell)  in  San  Francisco.  It  starts  at  7 
p.m.,  admission  is  $5,  there’s  good  park¬ 
ing  across  the  street  and  it’s  always  a  great 
evening. 

King  and  Queen  Contest 

Come  on  out  and  applaud  this  year’s 
hopefuls  as  they  stmt  their  stuff!  Or,  why 
not  try  out  yourself?  It’s  a  great  chance  to 
flaunt  those  hidden  talents!  (For  an  appli¬ 
cation,  call  920-0125.)  Besides  getting  to 
ride  on  their  own  King  and  Queen  floats 
and  wearing  some  truly  cool  costumes, 
each  lucky  winner  will  receive  a  $500 
cash  prize. 

Ms.  Sweet  Waist  (a.k.a.  Suzanne 
Ludlum)  will  be  the  DJ  for  the  evening, 
spinning  those  discs  in  her  own  inimitable 
style.  She’s  also  happy  to  work  with  any 
contestants  who  need  help  choosing  just 
the  right  music  for  their  routine. 

Incidentally,  Sweet  Waist  is  a  proud 
mama  these  days— her  daughter  lias  a 
Grammy  nomination  for  the  best  hip-hop 
collaboration.  They’ll  be  walking  the  red 
carpet  in  L.  A.  as  we  go  to  press. 

March  pre-Carnaval  events 

Meanwhile,  the  first  fundraisers  of  the 
season  take  place  at  the  beginning  of  this 
month.  On  Saturday,  March  2,  the 
Caribbean  contingent  D’ Midas 

International  will  hold  their  first 
fundraising  party  at  the  Santa  Clara 
Hilton. 

On  Sunday,  March  3,  at  the  ODC 
Theater  in  San  Francisco,  a  group  consist¬ 


ing  of  Escuela  de  Rueda,  the  Mission 
Cultural  Center  and  various  local  schools 
will  hold  a  Cuban  rumba  party.  For  infor¬ 
mation,  call  415/863-9834. 

Then,  the  following  Saturday,  March 
9,  Escuela  de  Rueda  and  friends  will  hold 
a  fundraiser  at  Jelly’s  on  Pier  50  in  San 
Francisco  at  8  p.m.,  featuring  the  Cuban 
group  Charanson  and  DJ  Luis  Medina. 
Information:  415/495-3099. 

Also  on  that  Saturday,  thd  9th, 
Renacer  Folklorico  Bolivia,  a  great 
Bolivian  group,  is  having  a  “Pena”  in  Palo 
Alto.  Music  and  dance  from  Latin 
America  and  dinner  are  included.  For 
details,  call  408/736-2814  or  send  an  e- 
mail  to  imanaluthi  @aol.com. 

There  may  well  be  more  events  com¬ 
ing  up  in  March,  so  it’s  a  good  idea  to 
check  the  Camaval  hotline  occasional¬ 
ly^*  15/920-0i25„ 

Come  on  down! 

If  you  haven’t  participated  in  Camaval 
SF  yet,  this  could  be  the  year  you  jump  in. 
The  great  thing  about  Camaval  is  that  it’s 
for  eveiyone — young,  old,  fat,  thin,  tall, 
short,  tone-deaf,  two  left  feet — who 
cares?  It’s  the  spirit  that  counts! 

And  there  are  lots  of  ways  to  join  in 
the  fun  besides  parading.  Vblunteers  will 
be  needed  in  numerous  capacities,  details 
of  which  will  be  in  a  future  column. 

Plenty  of  dance  classes  are  around  to 
get  you  going.  The  hot  Brazilian  group, 
Fogo  Na  Roupa,  for  example,  holds 
dance  workshops  year-round  at  the 
Mission  Cultural  Center  in  San  Francisco 
from  1:00  to  3.00  p.m.  every  Saturday  and 
at  Oakland’s  CitiCentre  Dance  Theatre  on 
Alice  Street  on  Sundays,  4:00  to  6.00  p.m. 
You’ll  be  an  exhausted  but  happy  trouper 
after  these  classes. 

There’s  also  a  beginners’  dram  class 
on  Sundays,  2:00  to  4:00  p.m.,  before  the 
dance  class. 

Then,  on  Sunday,  March  31,  Fogo 
invites  ALL  Bay  Area  drummers  to  its 
Fogo  Massive  Batuque  Open  House  at 
Citicentre  from  noon  to  2:00  p.m  Check 
their  hotline  (510)  464-5999  or  visit  their 
website  at  www.gofogo.com  for  informa¬ 
tion. 

Also,  at  the  Mission  Cultural  Center 
at  7:30  p.m.  on  Wednesdays,  there’s 

Wilfred  Mark’s  Caribbean  dance  class — a 
real  workout  and  lots  of  fun.  415/821- 
1155. 

Mary  Dollar  of  the  renowned  Samba 
Do  Coracao  teaches  Brazilian  samba  at 
the  Metronome  Ballroom,  1830  17th 
Street  in  San  Francisco,  on  Wednesdays 
from  6:00-7:00  p.m.  For  information  on 
these  and  other  classes,  call  415/826-2588 
or  go  to  www. sambadocoracao.com. 

You’ll  find  yet  another  Brazilian 
dance  class  Mondays  at  Dance  Mission  on 
24th  Street  from  6:00-7:00  p.m.,  taught  by 
Caren  Cadile  of  the  group  Sambeijo. 
415/826-4441. 

These  are  just  a  smattering  of  the 
classes  available.  I’ll  have  many  more 
next  month,  but  for  now  I  am  running  out 
of  space — and  steam.. 

Ciao  until  April. 
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Vote 

JEFF  AD  AC  HI 

for  San  Francisco  Public  Defender 
on  Tuesday,  March  5th 


ENDORSED  BY: 

Supervisors 

•  Tom  Ammiano  •  Matt  Gonzalez  •  Aaron  Peskin 

•  Jake  McGoldrick  •  Gerardo  Sandoval 

Organizations 

•  Bernal  Heights  Democratic  Club  •  Latino  Democratic  Club 

•  Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club  •  SF  Green  Party 

•  Mexican  American  Political  Association 

•  SF  Tenants  Network 

Community  Leaders 

•  Pete  Gallegos,  Educator,  Mission  Accomplish 

•  Peter  Keane,  Dean  of  Golden  Gate  Law  School 

•  Ana  Maria  Loya,  Executive  Director,  La  Raza  Centro  Legal 

•  Renee  Saucedo,  Director,  SF  Day  Labor  Program 

•  Mauricio  Vela,  Director,  Bernal  Heights  Neighborhood  Center 

. . .  and  many,  many  more. 

For  more  information, 

visit  www.jeffadachi.com  or  call  (415)776-7076 

Paid  for  by  Adachi  for  Public  Defender 


JEFF 

ADACHI 


PUBLIC  DEFENDER 

Experience. 

The  Difference. 


Harry  Britt 

for  Assembly 


Carole  Migden 

for  State  Board  of  Equalization 


THE  UCSF  POLICE  DEPARTMENT  SEEKS  RE  ACCREDITATION 

PUBLIC  HEARING  TO  BE  HELD  APRIL  8,  2002 

The  UC  San  Francisco  Police  Department  is  seeking  reaccreditation  as  an  agency 
which  is  internationally  recognized  for  law  enforcement  excellence  by  the 
Commission  on  Accreditation  for  Law  Enforcement  Agencies  (CALEA).  A  team  of 
assessors  from  CALEA  will  visit  UCSF  to  evaluate  the  department.  As  part  of  this 
on-site  review,  employees  and  community  members  are  invited  to  offer  comments  at 
a  public  hearing  on  April  8  at  6:00  p.m.  in  the  Langley  Porter  Psychiatric  Institute 
(LPPI)  Auditorium,  Room  LP190,  located  at  401  Parnassus  Avenue. 

The  UCSF  Police  Department  must  comply  with  347  standards  that  examine  all 
aspects  of  the  department’s  policy  and  procedures,  management,  operations  and 
support  services.  A  copy  of  these  standards  is  available  at  the  Police  Department, 
UCSF  Mission  Center  Building,  1855  Folsom  Street,  Room  145,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94143-0238. 

Those  who  cannot  attend  the  public  hearing  are  invited  to  offer  comments  by  calling 
(415)  5 14-3528  on  Tuesday,  April  9  between  the  hours  of  1 :00  and  5:00  p.m. 
Comments  will  be  taken  by  the  Assessment  Team  that  address  the  department’s 
ability  to  comply  with  the  Commission’s  standards  or  by  writing  to: 

Commission  on  Accreditation  for 
Law  Enforcement  Agencies,  Inc. 

1 0306  Eaton  Place,  Suite  320 
Fairfax,  Virginia  22030 

Telephone  comments  as  well  as  appearances  at  the  public  information  session  are 
limited  to  ten  (10)  minutes. 


lonald  £>.  Nelson 
Chief  of  Police 


UCSF 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
PUBLIC  NOTICE 


GAP.COM  +  1.800.GAPSTYLE  +  GAP  STORES 


THE  CLASSIC  T 


Vintage  wash.  Great  fit. 
Ten  colors. 


ACTOR  JUSTIN  THEROUX 
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A  Profile  in  ) 
"Due  Process" 


In  the  words  of 
Pastor  Rabih  Haddad 


A  letter  from  Chicago’s  Metropolitan 
Correctional  Center  (MCC). 

By  Oliver  Chin 

oliver@immedium.com  vA/ 


I  have  a  camera  fixed  on  me 
right  outside  my  door  that 
has  completely  deprived  me 
of  any  kind  of  privacy... 


It’s  for  my  safety,  they  say. 


I  also  get  1  hour  of  recreation 
5  days  a  week... I  am  led, 
cuffed,  from  my  cell  to  a  cage.. 


Co-founder  of  the  Global  Relief 
Foundation  (a  Muslim  charity 
whose  assets  Bush  has  frozen), 
he  has  been 
in  solitary 
confinement 
since 

12/14/01  with 
no  charges, 
bail,  bond  or 
any  evidence. 


"I  am  sorry  to  say  I  was  not 
able  to  see  the  protests 
because  the  window  in  my 
cell  is  "Whited  out"  to  allow 
light  in  but  not  for  me  to  see 


The  bed  is  a  metal  slab  with 

four  legs  bolted  to  the  floor 
and  fitted  on  all  four  corners 
with  special  fittings  to 
hold  straps 


I  am  allowed  one 
15  minute  call  to  my 

family  every  30  days. 


I  forgot  to  mention  the  waves 
of  cockroaches  that  invade  the 
cell  at  night  and  crawl  all 
over  everything,  including  me." 


bicycle  that  has  no  resistance... 


My  food  is  handed  to  me  thru 
a  slit  in  the  door  2-1/2"  x  12". 
The  same  opening  is  used  to 
put  the  cuffs  on  me  before  the 
door  is  opened  for  any  reason. 


Several  letters  sent  to  him  have 
not  been  delivered  by  prison 
authorities.  To  mail  back,  he 
needs  to  purchase  stamps 
from  the  MCC  commissary. 


I  am  allowed  3  showers  a  week 
for  which  I  have  to  be  cuffed 
to  walk  10  paces... 


I’m  only 
+  +  un-cuffed 
+  *  after  I’m  inside 
*  and  the  door  is  locked. 


"Come  what  may,  I  will  hold 
true  to  the  pledge  I  made 
to  you,  truth  and  justice 
will  ultimately  prevail!" 


ODC  Theater,  3153  17th  Street,  8  pm,  $8- 
12.  863-8934. 

Kid  flicks  -  This  preschool  video  screen¬ 
ing  for  kids  3-5  includes  The  Ugly 
Duckling,  Amanda  &  the  Mysterious 
Carpet  and  Petunia.  Mission  Branch 
Library,  300  Bartlett,  10:15  and  11  am, 
free.  695-9050. 

7THVKDAY 

Good  ideas  needed  and  fast  -  Supervisor 
Chris  Daly  is  one  the  sponsors  of  this  day 
long  “Summit  on  Homelessness”  an 
attempt  to  get  all  those  concerned  with  the 
issue  to  come  up  with  solutions.  Heibst 
Hall  401  Van  Ness  Avenue,  9am-4pm. 
Call  554-7970 

Southern  exposures  -  South  African 
filmmaker  Ben  Cashdan  screens  two  short 
documentaries:  Apartheid,  Gold  and 
Reparations  and  Globalization  and 
Africa.  New  College,  766  Valencia,  7  pm, 
$7-70.  (510)  251-1332x101. 

Women’s  works  -  Dj  Polywog  and  the 
bands  Curiouser  and  Pepito  liven  up  this 
reception  for  a  month-long  exhibition  of 
the  works  of  12  women  visual  artists  in 
the  media  of  painting,  sculpture,  photog¬ 
raphy  and  collage.  A  benefit  for  San 
Francisco  Women  Artists  (SFWA).  ODC 
Theater,  3153  17th  Street,  7:30,  $5  and 
up.  863-9834. 

Bad  boys,  bad  boys  -  The  mischief  and 
cruelty  of  a  Catholic  secondary  school  are 
exposed  in  Diego  Vasquez’  one-man 
Spanish  language  performance  of  El 
Incendiado.  Mission  Cultural  Center, 
2868  Mission  Street,  8  pm,  $10.  821- 
1155. 

Creative  women  -  Creativity  Explored,  a 
program  for  disabled  artists,  holds  an 
opening  reception  for  12  women  artists  in 
honor  of  International  Women’s  Day. 
Creativity  Explored  Gallery,  3245  16th 


Street,  7-9  pm,  free.  Show  runs  through 
4/27.  863-2108  or  www.  creativityex- 

plored.org 

8  TODAY 

That’s  all  folks  -  The  “Folk  is  Cool" 
Show  features  Irish  Frock  singer  BeRun, 
Almost  Cowboy  Boots  Kenni  and 
Madcow  Terese  Taylor.  Dolores  Park 
Cafe,  501  Dolores,  7  pm,  $5-10.  www. 
getbemed.com 

Bad  boys,  bad  boys  -  See  3/7 

International  Women’s  Day 
Celebration  —  Sisters  on  the  Frontlines: 
Celebrating  the  Power  of  Women  is  a 
three-night,  multimedia  art  and  perfor¬ 
mance  event  by  30  women,  including  DJ 
Mariposa,  performance  artist  Lucha,  sin¬ 
gle  mother  poets,  Just  Mama,  Loco 
Bloco’s  women’s  bateria,  Dahla  Tribe  and 
many  more.  Women’s  Building,  3543 


18th  Street,  8  pm,  $10-20.  Limited  child¬ 
care  available,  reservations  required. 
431-1180  x20  or  www.  womensbuild- 
ing.org 


9  OTWAY 

Chilin’  session  -  “Outer  War,  Inner 
Peace”  workshop,  Psychic  Horizons,  972 
Valencia,  2  pm,  free.  643-8800. 

Naughty  Nipponese  -  Patrick  Macia’s 
Tokyo  scope  delves  into  the  world  of 
Japanese  sexploitations  films  with  plenty 
of  titillating  clips.  Artists  Television 
Access,  992  Valencia,  8:30  pm,  $5.  824- 
3890. 

Bad  boys,  bad  boys  —  See  3/7 

International  Women’s  Day  Celebration  - 

See  3/8 


Continued  on  page  14 
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All  the  nude  that  fits  -  Choreographer 
Eric  Kupers  explores  “the  potent  terrain 
of  naked  bodies”  in  Undressed  and  gets 
physical  with  three  other  guys  in  Start 
Adrift.  Jon  Sims  Center  for  the  Arts,  1519 
Mission,  8  pm,  $5-10.  554-0402. 

?  wmy 

All  the  news  gives  me  fits  -  New  York 
Daily  News  columnist  Juan  Gonzalez  and 
co-founder  of  the  Pacifrca  Campaign 
Amy  Goodman  lead  a  discussion  on 
“Mass  Media  and  the  Future  of 
Democracy.”  New  College,  777  Valencia, 
7  pm,  $15  (Pre-event  private  reception  & 
event  ticket  $50).  546-6334  x309. 

PEACE  NOW!  -  Former  US  Attorney 
General  Ramsey  Clark  and  Mohammed 
Kanana  of  Abna  al-Balad  are  among  the 
speakers  at  “An  Evening  of  Peace  With 
Justice  for  the  Palestinian  and  Iraqi 
People.”  Mission  High  School,  18th  & 
Dolores,  7  pm,  $10-50  donation.  821- 
6545  or  www. progressiveunity.org. 

One  night  with  Frida  -  Teatro  Milagro 
performs  a  one-act  bilingual  play  on  the 
birdwing-browed  artist  and  cult  figure 
Frida  Kahlo.  Mission  Cultural  Center, 
2868  Mission  Street,  8  pm,  $12.  821- 
1155. 

Underground  zero  -  An  evening  of  short 
films  reflecting  on  the  seminal  events  of 
9-11,  with  poli-sonics  by  DJ  Pod.  Artists 
Television  Access,  992  Valencia,  8:30 
pm,  $5.  824-3890. 

;  mm 

They  will  not  sing  it’s  a  small  world  - 
The  SF  Children’s  Chorus,  directed  by 
Beth  Wilmurt,  sings  songs  fihm  around 
the  world.  Community  Music  Center,  544 
Capp  Street,  4  pm,  free.  647-6015. 


4  mm 

God  made  me  do  it  Or  did  he?  -  In  this 
themed  night-tour  of  Alcatraz,  various 
theories  of  criminal  behavior  will  be  dis¬ 
cussed  during  the  walk  through  the  prison 
grounds.  Tour  departs  from  Pier  41  at  4:20 
pm.  Call  705-5555  for  ticket  information. 


>  TODAY 

Paperback  writher  -  Ann  Bannon,  “The 
Queen  of  Lesbian  Pulp,”  (Odd  Girl  Out), 
reads  from  her  new  novel  I  am  a  Woman. 
Modem  Times  Books,  888  Valencia,  7:30 
pm,  free.  282-9246. 


6  WED  WAY 

Pilot  project  -  Six  emerging  choreogra¬ 
phers  hoof  up  a  storm  in  Pilot  37:Bound. 
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Current  Exhibition 

(Feb.23  to  March  23) 

EUGENE  flDDRIGDEZ 

THE  EARTH  IS  FIAT 

Exquisitely  executed  oil  paintings 
addressing  labor  and  decadence 

Artist  Talk  2-4pm,  Sat.,  March  2 


Collector's  Alert ! 

New  merchandise  arriving  on  the  wings  of  Spring! 
Great  new  mirrors,  jewelry,  handblown  glass,  Mexican 
Barbies  &  more!  See  why  Encantada  Gallery  was  selected 
by  City  Search  as  one  of  San  Francisco's  Top  Ten  Best  Finds 


ENCANTADA 

Gallery  of  Fine  Arts 

908  Valencia  Street  @  20th 

Tue-Sun.  11:30-6pm,  Fri.-Sat  12  -7pm 
Telephone:  (415)  642-3939 

email:  encantadagallery@yahoo.com 
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New  Mission  News 


Winning  music  -  Winners  of  the 
Community  Music  Center  Concerto 
Competition  perform  the  works  of  Ravel 

with  the  CMC  Orchestra  conducted  by 
Urs  Leonhardt,  Community  Music  Center, 
544  Capp  Street,  4  pm,  free.  647-6015. 


io  mm 

Empire  busters  -  Activists  including 
Palestinian-American  Therese 

Mughannam  and  anti-war  organizer  Toni 
Mendocino  are  among  those  that  will  be 
discussing  feminist  strategies  to  counter 
the  destructiveness  of  US  foreign  policy. 
New  Valencia  Hall,  1908  Mission,  2  pm, 
free.  Buffet  dinner  at  5  for  $8.50.  864- 
1278. 

International  Women’s  Day 
Celebration  -see  3/8 

They  are  woman  -  Readings  by  poets 
and  writers  in  celebration  of  International 
Women’s  Day.  Bird  And  Beckett  Books 
And  Records,  2788  Diamond,  4:30  pm, 
free.  586-3733. 


11  mm 

Gold  diggers  -  On  this  thematic  Alcatraz 
Night  Tour,  Forty  Niners,  not  the  football 
kind,  tell  their  tales  of  the  great  gold  rush. 
Revenues  from  ticket  sales  support 
restoration  and  preservation  of  Alcatraz 
National  Park.  Tickets  are  $18  and  are 
available  by  calling  705-5555.  For  more 
information  go  to  www. nps.gov/alcatraz 


vimm 

Green  Day  -  Irish  writers  and  scholars 
discuss  ’’Irish  Americans:  Culture  at  the 
Crossroads”  as  part  of  The  Irish  American 
Literary  and  Cultural  Festival  New 
College  Cultural  Center,  766  Valencia,  7- 
9:30  pm.  826-0115  or  www. iaf.org. 

Greene  Day  -  Local  artist  Susan  Greene  a 
member  of  the  Break  The  Silence  Mural 
and  Arts  Project  will  give  a  slide  presen¬ 
tation  on  her  experiences  creating  a  four 
story  collaborative  mural  in  the  Dheisheh 
Refugee  Camp  in  the  West  bank  of 
Occupied  Palestine.  Discussion  will  fol¬ 


low.  The  LAB  2948  16th  Street,  7pm,  $2- 
50.  864-8855 

Rhodes  trip  -  A  special  storytime  for 
kids  with  Yolanda  Rhodes.  Mission 
Branch  Library,  300  Bartlett,  2  pm,  free. 
695-  5090. 

Reality  trip  -  In  What  is  Real?  the  audi¬ 
ence  joins  dancers,  djs,  actors,  writers  and 
musicians  to  try  to  answer  this  basic  ques¬ 
tion.  Intersection  for  the  Arts,  446 
Valencia,  8  pm,  pay  what  you  can.  626- 
2787. 


i;  WEDNESDAY 

Mixed  doubles  -  Mark  Schwartz  reads 
from  Duets  and  Combos.  Adobe  Books, 
3166  16th  Street,  7:30  pm,  free.  864- 
3936. 

Kid  stuff  -  Sophie’s  Crafts  at  the  Bernal 
Heights  Library,  500  Cortland,  4  pm,  free. 

Street  fight  stories  -  Editor  Daniel 
Burton  Rose  and  contributors  read  from 
The  Battle  of  Seattle ,  an  anthology  of 
activist  writings  on  the  past,  present  and 
future  of  the  deglobalization  struggle. 
Modem  Times  Books,  888  Valencia,  7:30 
pm,  free.  282-9246. 

Displaced  persons  -  Take  advantage  of 
another  opportunity  to  see  Boom!  The 
Sound  Of  Eviction,  an  inspired  look  at  the 
dot-com  invasion  of  the  Mission  that  both 
infuriates  and  amuses.  New  College,  766 
Valencia,  8  pm,  $3-5. 

11 TH  WDAY 

Groovin’-  DJ  Dragonfly  (the  groove  gar¬ 
den/cosmic  casbah)  and  DJ  Sep  (yaldah / 
dub  mission)  mix  it  up.  26  Mix,  3024 
Mission,  10  pm  to  2  am,  $5  (21+).  252- 
9397  or  sep  @dubmissionsf.com 

Blarney  Stoners  -  “The  Living 
Language,”  a  panel  discussion  by  Irish 
scholars  and  writers  as  part  of  The  Irish 
American  Literary  and  Cultural  Festival. 
New  College  Cultural  Center,  766 
Valencia,  7-9:30  pm.  Party  follows  at  the 
Phoenix,  811  Valencia.  826-0115  or 
www.iaf.org 

Wine  and  cheese  op  -  Reception  for  an 
exhibition  of  paintings  by  artist  Garland 
Fielder.  Melting  Point  Gallery,  1340 
Bryant,  5  pm,  free.  Show  runs  through 
March  19.  398-2853. 

Shifty  moves  -  SHIFT»>  physical  the¬ 
ater  presents  Noise,  a  dance/theater  piece 
inspired  by  the  films  of  Wong  Kar-Wai  (In 
The  Mood  For  Love). 

i)  mm 

Hello!  What’s  this?  -  Andrognykka! 
The  Hello  Tour!  is  the  cabaret-told  story 


A  Unique  Cultural  Experience  in  the  Mission  District! 

MISSION  CULTURAL  CENTER 
£  OR  LATINO  ARTS 

El  Incendiado 

Tales  of  mischief  and  cruelty  in  a  boys  Catholic  secondary  school 

March  7,  8  &  9  (Thurs.  7,  8pm;  Fri.  8,  8:30pm;  Sat.  9,  8:30pm). 

Price/Precio:  $10  per  person. 

El  Incendiado  is  a  Theater  adaptation  of  an  award  winning  novel 
by  Colombian  author  Evelio  Rosero.  It  renders  tales  of  mischief  and 
cruelty  in  a  boys  Catholic  secondary  school.  This  solo  performance 
weaves  the  lives  of  several  characters  through  the  memories  of  a  man 
whose  life  is  caught  in  a  struggle  for  redemption  of  the  past.  The 
play  is  a  reflection  about  good,  evil,  and  survival  into  manhood. 

About  the  performer:  Diego  Vasquez  was  trained  as  a  professional  actor  in  his  native 
Colombia,  and  has  1  5  years  of  experience  on  stage,  television,  and  film.  His  award  winning 
adaptation  of  El  Incendiado  ran  in  Colombian  theater  houses  for  five  years. 

For  all  Spanish  language  lovers:  this  performance  is  completely  in  Spanish! 

“Solo  Mujeres  -  Needles  and  Brushes  Roundtable" 

Artists  Round  Table  -  Thursday  March  1  4,  7:00pm. 

Mesa  redonda  de  artistas  en  Jueves,  Marzo  1  4,  7 :00pm 

The  Roundtable  represents  the  artists  in  the  exhibition;  they  will  speak 
about  their  artwork  and  show  slides.  Patricia  Rodriguez,  Gallery  Coordi¬ 
nator,  has  selected  the  artists.  This  is  a  wonderful  opportunity  for  the 
public  to  learn  about  Latina  visual  artists  and  their  work. 

Please  join  us  for  a  great  event. 


2868  Mission  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 10 
MissionCulturalCenter.org 
tel.  415.821.1 155 


Tire  MCCLA  is  supported  by  the  SF  Art  Commission,  the  California  Arts  Council,  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts,  the  Milagro 
Foundation,  the  Bill  Graham  Foundation  and  the  Zellertach  Family  Fund,  and  other  private  and  individual  contributors. 

Mission  Cultural  Center  for  Latino  Arts  was  established  in  1977  by  artists  and  community  activists  with  a  shared  vision  to  promote,  preserve 
and  develop  the  cultural  arts  that  reflect  the  living  tradition  and  experiences  of  the  Chicano,  Central  &  South  American,  and  Caribbean  people. 
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of  Andrognykka’s  campaign  to  save  the 
Eastern  European  country  of 
Chetkrupohrthkrthsrthkrthtusk.  Jon  Sims 
Center  for  the  Arts,  1519  Mission,  8  pm, 
$5-10.  554-0402. 

Readin’  and  ridin’  -  Mission  author 
Michael  Perry  reads  from  Daniel 's  Ride, 
an  illustrated  children’s  book  about  a 
Youngster’s  trip  in  his  big  brother’s  ’63 

Impala  low  rider.  Modem  Times  Books, 
888  Valencia,  7:30pm,  free.  282-9246. 

Convictions  about  convicts  -  Art  vs. 
Prison,  a  mixed  media  evening  focused 
on  the  prison  industrial  complex  with  art 
work  by  political  prisoners  such  as 
Leonard  Peltier,  a  slide  show  on  Mumia 
Abu  Jamal,  short  films  on  the  joint,  a  talk 
by  UC  Professor  Ruthie  Gilmore  and  the 
hip-hop  stylings  of  Company  of  Prophets. 
Artist  Television  Access,  992  Valencia,  8 
pm,  $5.  824-3890  or  www. atasite.org 


16  OTWAY 

...  and  lies  around  the  pool?  -  Paddy  O’ 
Furniture  (The  Holiday  Band),  Chantigs 
and  Thundeibleed  are  the  featured  bands 
in  this  St.  Patrick’s  Eve  party.  El  Rio, 
3158  Mission,  10  pm,  $5.  282-3325  or 
www. elriosf.com 


17  AWAY 

A  fabulous  furry  freaky  St  Pat’s  Day  - 
legendary  underground  ‘toon  dude  Paul 
Malvrides  (The  Fabulous  Furry  Freak 
Brothers)  gives  an  illustrated  talk  about 
the  world  we  live  in  and  what’s  wrong 
with  it.  Spanganga,  3376  19th  Street,  7 
pm,$5-10.  http://sessions. 

lhghingsquid.org/ 

10  MOHDKY 

Takes  us  to  your  laughter  -  Tonight’s 
instalmment  of  this  weekly  showcase  of 
stand  up  comedy  and  performance  art  has 
a  science  fiction  theme.  The  Marsh,  1062 
Valencia,  8  pm,  $7.  826-5750 

M  mm 

Down  to  Earth  -  The  Gray  Panthers  host 
a  pre-Earth  Day  panel  to  discuss  plans  for 
an  E-Day  fair  in  Hunter’s  Point  and  to 
update  the  ecologically  active  on  the  sta¬ 
tus  of  the  HP  Shipyard  toxic  cleanup.  First 
Unitarian  Church,  1187  Franklin  at  Geary, 
lpm,  free.  567-5348. 

Wordsmithing  women  -  Beat  era  sur¬ 
vivor  Diane  di  Prima  and  poet  and  essay¬ 
ist  Susan  Thackery  duet  in  a  benefit  read¬ 
ing  for  Intersection  for  the  Arts,  446 
Valencia,  8  pm,  $5.  626-2787. 

Star  power  -  Poet  David  Meltzer  pre¬ 
sents  the  New  College  All  Stars,  students 
and  faculty  of  the  quirky  local  learning 
center,  reading  their  stuff.  Bird  and 
Beckett  Books  and  Records,  2788 
Diamond  Street,  7:30  pm,  free.  586-3733. 

Home  work  -  The  multifaceted  night¬ 
mare  in  the  Balkans  is  well  documented  in 
the  photojournalism  of  Melanie  Friend, 
who  discusses  her  new  book  No  Place  like 
Home:  Echoes  From  Kosovo.  Modem 
Times  Books,  888  Valencia,  7:30  pm, 
free.  282-9246. 


20  WEDNESDAY 

Meet  the  Beat  (and,  please,  not  vice 
versa)  -  The  M  the  B  series  continues  to 
combine  top  poets  with  musical  accompa¬ 
niment.  Tonight’s  readers  are  Don 
Bejima,  M.  I.  Blue  and  Delia  Nakajama. 
\fenue  9,  252  Ninth  Street,  8  pm,  $6-10. 
289-2000  or  www. venue9.com 


New  Mission  News 
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Poster  boy  -  There’s  never-before-seen 
footage  in  El  Che,  a  film  on  the  life  of  the 
famous  t-shirt  adomer.  New  College,  766 
Valencia,  8  pm,  $3-5. 


?i  THvmy 

Belly  up  to  the  bar  -  Tonight’s  Arabian 
Nights  Night  at  El  Rio  includes  free  belly 
dance  classes  at  9:30,  a  performance  by 
Debka  w /  Ilyas  at  11  pm,  and  complimen¬ 
tary  BBQ.  El  Rio,  3158  Mission  Street, 
$5-10.  282-3325. 


»  WAY 

Gals  on  the  flying  trapeze  -  Dance 
brigade  presents  Skydancers ...  Women 
Who  Fly  Through  the  Air,  combining 
modem  dance,  trapeze,  bungees,  hoops 
and  circus  accoutrements.  Dance  Mission 
Theater,  3316  24th  Street,  8  pm,  $17-20. 
273-4633. 


?J  SATWAY 

Gals  on  the  flying  trapeze  -  See  3/22 

Gals  on  the  velocipedes  -  A  slide  show 
presentation  on  the  intersection  of 
women’s  history  and  the  history  of  the 
bicycle  is  followed  by  a  panel  discussion 
on  how  women  move  in  the  world,  with 
Supervisor  Sophie  Maxwell,  self-defense 
instructor  Julie  Schweitt,  and  Leah 
Shahum  of  the  SF  Bicycle  Coalitioa 
Women’s  Building,  3543  18th  Street,  4-7 
pm,  free. 

Erupting  in  song  -  Nicaragua’s  brother 
and  sister  duo  Katia  and  Salvador 
Cardenal,  better  known  as  Duo 
Guardabarranco,  famous  for  their  politi¬ 
cally  charged  “volcano  song”  style,  make 
a  rare  Bay  Area  appearance,  their  first  in 
six  years.  Brava  Theater  Center,  8  pm, 
$22.  647-2822. 

* 

Potpourring  in  song  -  The  Anything 
Goes  Choms  does  it  all:  do-wop,  interna¬ 
tional  folk,  show  times,  love  songs  and 
spirituals.  Community  Music  Center,  544 
Capp  Street,  8  pm,  free.  647-6015. 


5WAY 

Viva  Chavez  -  March  and  Cesar  Chavez. 
Holiday  Festival.  March:  noon  at  the  foot 
of  Market.  Festival:  Civic  Center  at  1. 
Call  674-1884  for  more  informatioa 

Super  Sunday  -  A  tardeada  of  Latin 
entertainment  featuring  the  Afro-Cuban/ 
NY-Salsa/  Funk  sound  of  the  Sapo  Guapo 
band  (with  guitar  work  by  local  artist-of- 
note  Mike  Rios),  plus  the  soap  bubble 
stylings  of  Guinness  Book  contender 
“Bubbleman.”  Emceed  by  comedian 
Edward  Joaquin  Rodriguez.  Galia’s  Night 
Club,  2565  Mission,  5-9  pm.  973-2394. 


n  mm 

Key  talk  -  This  installment  of  the  Concert 
and  Conversations  series  features  Richard 
Goode  on  the  piano  and  heading  up  the 
discussion.  Community  Music  Center, 
544  Capp  Street,  5:30  pm,  free.  647-6015. 

imm 

Alternative  to  tedium  -  As  a  remedy  to 
Oscar  night  schmaltz,  Kapow  Press  par¬ 
ties  with  some  of  the  authors  and  artists 
who  have  contributed  to  the  indie  publish¬ 
ing  house’s  popular  line  of  illustrated 
prose  and  poetry  books.  Modem  Times 
Books,  888  Valencia,  7:30  pm,  free.  282- 
9246. 


27  mmm 

Kid  flicks  double  feature  -  Two  films  for 
small  fry:  The  Legend  of  Sleepy  Hollow 
and  Isabella  and  the  Magic  Brush.  Bernal 
Heights  Branch  Library,  500  Cortland, 
6:30  pm,  free.  695-5160. 

Peacenik  -  The  life  and  peace  activism  of 
Vietnamese  Buddhist  monk  Thich  Nhat 
Hanh  is  chronicled  in  the  documentary 
video  Peace  is  Every  Set:  Meditation  in 
Action.  New  College,  766  Valencia,  8  pm, 
$3-5. 


?9  WAY 

All  the  nude  that  fits  -  See  3/1 
Non-authoritarian  hijinks  -  The 

Anarchist  Cafe,  now  in  its  fifth  year, 
always  provides  a  good  vegan  meal  and 
lots  of  politically-  laden  entertainment. 
This  is  a  fundraiser  for  the  Anarchist 
Book  Fair  and  the  Coalition  on  the 
Homeless.  225  Potrero,  6  pm,  $5-10. 
Drag  and  alcohol  free. 


JO  WWAY 


“Incredibly  Strange  Religions,”  a  pro¬ 
gram  of  short  films  on  warped  worship 
Artist  Television  Access,  992  Valencia, 
8:30  pm,  $5.  824-3890. 


t\  mm 

Crown  me  -  Catch  the  red-hot  booty 
shakin’  competition  at  the  Camaval  King 
and  Queen  Contest  The  two  winners 
reign  over  this  year’s  festival.  ODC 
Theater,  3153  17th  Street,  7  pm,  $5. 


n  TUVWAY 


Greene’s  jazz  -  The  Patrick  Greene  Trio 
lays  down  some  bebop  phrasing  and  soul 
articulations.  Community  Music  Center, 
544  Capp  Street,  8:30  pm,  $10.  647-6015. 


ONMiNG  TKfATfl?,  APT5  ANt> 
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Love’s  Fire  and  Talk  to  Me  Like  Rain 


Read  me  -  Adult  reading  group.  Bernal 
Heights  Branch  Library,  500  Cortland,  4 
pm.  695-5160. 

“Mongolia:  rebuilding  a  temple, 
reclaiming  a  culture”  -  An  evening  of 
Mongolian  culture  includes  Mongolian 
music,  contemporary  and  traditional 
Mongolian  art  and  mixed  media,  and 
installation  works  inspired  by  Mongolia. 
Proceeds  will  benefit  the  efforts  of  the 
Cultural  Restoration  and  Tourism  to 
rebuild  an  ancient  Mongolian  temple. 
Somarts  Cultural  Center,  934  Brannan,  7 
pm,  $5.  563-7721. 


God  is  weird  -  Put  yourself  in  the  hands  md  Let  Me  Lbsten  ~  ^  themes  of  love> 
of  a  higher  but  oddball  power  at  Continued  on  page  16 


Come  and  enjoy  our  large  selection  of 
fresh  and  yummy: 

•  Gourmet  veggie  burritos 

•  Traditional  Mexican  favorites 

•  Seafood  tacos  and  wraps 


508  Valencia  St.  @  1 6th 
San  Francisco  621-4358 
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passion  and  betrayal  mn  through  this 
scries  of  short  plays  by  tire  likes  of  Eric 
Bogosian,  John  Guar  and  Tennessee 
Williams.  New  Langton  Arts,  1246 
Folsom,  through  March  3,  Thursdays- 
Sundays  at  8  pm,  $15.  731-6027. 

Don ’t  Make  Me  Look  Too  Psychotic  - 
Mission  resident  Bmce  Patchman  wrote, 
produced,  directed  and  stars  in  this  one- 
man  play  about  the  woman  that  done  him 
wrong  and  how  she  done  it.  The  show  ran 
for  58  weeks  to  sold-out  houses  and  rave 
reviews  before  Patchman  took  a  break. 
He’s  back.  Brannan  Place  Theater,  50A 
Brannan  Place,  through  March  23, 
Thursday-Saturday,  8  pm,  $15-18.  826- 
1709,  TooPsychotic.com 

Mission  Indians  -  The  stoiy  of  three  gen¬ 
erations  of  mixed  race  California  Indians 
told  by  the  using  the  magic  and  symbol¬ 
ism  of  native  storytelling.  Intersection  for 
the  Arts,  446  Valencia,  Thursday  - 
Sunday,  through  March  11,  8  pm,  $9-15. 
626-3311. 

The  Yoga  of  Moby  Dick  -  In  this  solo  per¬ 
formance,  Marie  Kenward  draws  parallels 
and  connects  the  dots  between  his  person¬ 
al  life’s  hatha  yoga  and  Melville’s  epic 
novel  which  are  both  hilarious  and 
thought-provoking.  The  Marsh,  1062 
Valencia,  through  March  16,  Thursday  - 
Saturday  at  8  pm,  Sunday  at  3  pm,  $9-18. 
826-5750. 

Serial  Murderess:  a  play  in  three  axes  - 
In  a  one-woman  performance,  Amanda 
Moody  plays  three  murderesses  in  three 
separate  centuries  and  perhaps  answers 
the  question:  What  does  woman  want  (to 
kill)?  Venue  9,  252  Ninth  Street, 
Thursdays  -  Saturdays,  through  March 
30,  8  pm,  $12-15.  (Pay  what  you  can  on 
3/4  at  8  pm  and  3/10  at  8  pm.)  No  actual 
rodents  are  eaten  or  otherwise  injured 
during  this  performance.  289-2000  or 
www. serialmuderess.com 

Za  Za  Dance  Theater  presents  Spatial 


Jazz,  which  explores  the  “essence  of 
dance”  with  composed  and  improvised 
music.  New  College  Theater,  777 
Valencia,  March  8,9,15,16,22,23,  8  pm, 
$  10/flexible.  437-3463. 

The  Strong  Current  Dance  Company 

celebrates  Women’s  History  month  with 
Lockdown,  a  combination  of  fierce  ath¬ 
leticism,  hip-hop  dancing,  drumming  and 
slam  poets.  Proceeds  benefit  women  pris¬ 
oner  organizations.  ODC  Theater,  3153 
17th  Street,  March  1,2,  8,  9, 10,  8  pm,  $13 
adv/$16  door.  731-5573. 

Women  Behind  Bars  is  a  campy  send-up 
of  the  WIP  (women  in  prison)  B-movie 
genre  with  ten  real  women  who  leave  no 
stereotype  unturned.  Theater  Rhinoceros, 
2926  16th  Street,  March  14-  April  13, 
Wednesday  -  Saturday  8  pm,  Sunday  eves 
7  pm,  Sunday  matinees  3/24,  3/3,  4/7. 
$15-22.  861-5079. 

The  Lavender  Lockerroom:  A  Comedy 
with  Balls  is  a  “word  for  word”  perfor¬ 
mance  of  the  gayploitation  novels  of  the 
50 ’s  and  the  60 ’s  that  delivers  a  21st  cen¬ 
tury  message  of  sexual  liberation. 


Since  1973 

SYNERGY 

SCHOOL] 


Grades  K-3  yV.  V.' 

Small  Classes 
Challenging  Academics 
Multi-Cultural 
Innovative  Programs 
Extended  Care 

41  5-567-6 1  77. 

www.synergy.pvt.k1 2.ca.us 
1387  Valencia  St.  at  25th 


ESTA  NOCHE 


3079  SIXTEENTH  STREET  (415)861-5757 

BETWEEN  MISSION  &  VALENCIA 


ESTA  NOCHE  WELCOMES  SPRING 
EVERY  FRIDAY  THIS  MONTH 
WITH  TWO  BIG  SHOWS 

MEN  OF  EXOTICA  MALE  STRIPPERS  AND 
LAS  FANTASTICAS  TRANVESTITE  SHOW 

SHOWTIME  10:30  $4  COVER  BEFORE  11 
SPECIAL  DRINKS  DJ  ECLIPSE 


Theater  Rhinoceros,  2926  16th  Street, 
March  7-3 1  Thursday  -Saturday  8:30  pm, 
Sunday  March  17  at  3  pm  and  Sunday 
March  10,  24,  31  at  7:30  pm,  $15-18. 
861-5079. 


MOM  M  TOWS 

The  SF  SPCA  offers  several  different  dog 
obedience  classes  throughout  the  month. 
Call  the  Dog  Training  Division  at  554- 
3509  for  details  or  go  to  www,  sfspca.org. 

Ever  wanted  to  visit  Alcatraz  at  night? 
Here’s  your  chance.  Night  tours  of  the 
Rock  -  with  special  nature  and  history 
programs  geared  to  the  interests  of  locals 
rather  than  tourists  -  are  now  a  very  hap¬ 
pening  thing.  Revenues  from  ticket  sales 
support  restoration  and  preservation  of 
the  National  Park.  Tickets  are  $18  and  are 
available  by  calling  705-5555.  For  more 
information  go  to  www. nps.gov/alcatraz 


m  ot  m  wcck 

Youth  from  10-13  years  can  learn  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  media,  paper  mache,  sculpture, 
print-making,  batik,  puppet,  mask,  and 
jewelry-making  skills  at  a  workshop  from 
3:30-5:30  pm.  Precita  Eyes  Mural  Arts, 
2981  24th  St.,  $8  per  session  or  $50  for 
ten-class  membership.  285-2287. 

Monday  Night  Marsh  -  Stand  up  come¬ 
dy  and  performance  art  by  both  the 
brightest  lights  and  dimmest  bulbs  in  the 
field.  The  Marsh,  1062  Valencia,  8  pm, 
$7.  826-5750. 

Astanga  Yoga  -  Classes  by  Chalita 
Photikoe,  who  teaches  the  Astanga 
Primary  Series  integrating  breath,  band- 
has  and  movement.  Quan  Yin  Healing 
Arts  Center,  455  Valencia,  6:30  pm, 
$40/month.  861-4964. 

Mission  Anti-Displacement  Coalition 
(MAC)  holds  public  meetings  on  plan¬ 
ning  and  development  issues  impacting 
the  Mission  District.  Centro  Del  Pueblo, 
474  Valencia  street@  16th  St.,  6-7:30  pm. 
Call  Oscar  or  Geri  at  431-4210. 

Tcewrs 

Are  you  smarter  than  Cliff  Claven?  Try 
the  Pub  Quiz  hosted  by  Angie.  Fun  and 
prizes.  Dylan’s,  2301  Folsom  @  19th, 
8:30.  641-1416. 

Taichi:  Taiyi  Swimming  Dragon  Chuan 
Form  taught  by  Liping  Zhu,  student  of 
Taoist  Master  Yu  Anren  and  a  gold  medal¬ 
list  in  the  1996  International  Martial  Arts 
Tournament.  Quan  Yin  Healing  Arts 
Center,  455  Valencia,  6:30  pm, 
$40/month/sliding  scale.  861-4964. 

Samba  for  Activists,  taught  by  Akinyele 
Sadiq,  is  designed  to  bring  more  energy, 
culture  and  joy  to  demonstrations,  meet¬ 
ings  and  presentations.  CELLspace,  2050 
Bryant  Street,  4  pm,  $5.  648-7562. 

wnvewrs 

Figure  painting  for  beginning  and 
advanced  artists  wanting  to  learn  to  paint 
and  draw  the  male  and  female  form.  One 
pose  is  worked  on  per  class.  Precita  Eyes 
Mural  Arts,  2981  24th  St.,  7-9:30  pm,  $8 
per  session  or  $50  for  ten-class  member¬ 
ship.  285-2287. 

Indulge  your  chess  addiction  with  the  all¬ 
levels  Chess  Club  at  4  pm,  or  practice 
your  Scrabble  skills  at  Scrabble  Nights  at 
7  pm,  all  ability  levels  welcome.  Bemal 
Heights  Branch  Library,  500  Cortland 
Avenue,  7  pm,  free.  695-5 160. 

Practice  your  Spanish  in  an  all-levels 
Spanish  Conversation  Group.  Bemal 


Heights  Branch  Library,  500  Cortland 
Ave.,  7  pm,  free.  695-5160. 

The  International  Socialist  Organization 
holds  weekly,  open  meetings  at  the  SF 
Women’s  Building,  3543  18th  Street,  7-9 
pm.  336-5034. 

SF  Bicycle  Coalition  Volunteer  Night  - 
5-9  pm,  in  SFBC  office, 
1095  Market  St.,  Suite  208  (@  7th).  Every 
Wednesday  come  to  the  weekly  SFBC 
Volunteer  night  to  do  the  things  that  make 
our  office  run,  munch  on  pizza  &  snacks 
and  enjoy  the  fine  company  of  other 
cyclists.  We  can  use  your  help!  For  more 
info  contact  Michael  at  431-BIKExl  or 
www.  calfee@sfbike.org 

mm 

Treat  kids  ages  3-5  to  Preschool 
Storytime  at  the  Mission  Branch  Library, 
300  Bartlett  Street,  at  10:30  am.  695- 
5090. 

Sister  Rise  Up!  -  Spoken  word,  perfor¬ 
mance,  dj,  food,  music  and  dancing  are  all 
part  of  this  weekly  celebration  of  the  voic¬ 
es  of  women  of  color  (especially  those  of 
the  Arab  and  West  African  Diaspora).  All 
proceeds  benefit  Arab  Women’s 
Solidarity  Association  and  INCITE: 
Women  of  Color  Against  Violence.  El 
Rio,  3158  Mission  Street,  9  pm,  $5. 

Qi  Gong  classes  taught  by  Liping  Zhu, 
student  of  Taoist  Master  Yu  Anren  and  a 
gold  medallist  in  the  1996  International 
Martial  Arts  Tournament.  Quan  Yin 
Healing  Arts  Center,  455  Valencia,  6:30 
pm,  $40/month/sliding  scale.  861-4964. 

mv 

Gamesters,. this  is  your  night  Everything 
from  Scrabble  to  Cribbage  can  be  played 
with  the  regulars,  irregulars  and  newbies 
at  SF  Games  in  their  new  location  at 
Mission  Grounds  Cafe,  3170  16th  Street 
7  pm,  free.  820-3200  Ext.  105. 

Learn  to  ballroom  dance  at  beginning 
Ballroom  Dance  Lessons,  followed  by  a 
Ballroom  Dance  Party.  Dance  contests 
held  the  last  Friday  of  every  month. 
Metronome  Ballroom,  1830  17th  St., 
lessons  7:30  pm,  dance  party  9  pm,  $15 
for  both,  $9  for  the  party  only.  252-9000. 

mm 

*Storytime  en  Espanol  for  the  whole 
family.  Afterwards  take  part  in  a  short 
craft  activity.  Mission  Branch  Library, 
300  Bartlett  St.,  12  noon,  free.  695-5090. 

Found  footage,  experimental  works  of 
genius  and  the  just  plain  wacky  are  all  part 
and  parcel  of  the  short  and  feature-length 
filmsscreened  at  the  legendary  Other 
Cinema.  Artist  Television  Access,  992 
Valencia,  8:30  pm,  $5.  824-3890. 

Guided  mural  tour  -  See  and  hear  all 
about  60  murals  on  a  10-  block  walk. 
Meet  at  the  Cafe  Venice  on  the  24th  Street 
BART  Plaza  at  llarn,  $2-10.  285-2287. 

SiMAYS 

Terry  (“The  Lesbian  Woody  Allen”) 
Baum  and  Dr.  Michael  (“The  Resident 
Expert”)  Goldhaber  peruse  the  news  of 
the  day  for  insight  and  guffaws  with  help 
from  the  audience  in  Operation  Infinite 
News.  Cafe  Du  Nord,  2170  Market,  6  pm, 
$5.  Runs  until  most  of  the  world’s  prob¬ 
lems  have  been  solved. 

Live  Flamenco  Music  and  Dance  -  The 
flamenco  group  Arte  and  Compas  per¬ 
forms  live  at  Timos  Restaurant,  842 
Valencia,  7  &  8:30  pm.  647-0558  or  www. 
timos.com 

Another  guided  mural  tour  -  See  and 
hear  all  about  50  murals  on  an  8-block 
tour.  Meet  at  Precita  Eyes  Arts  and 
Visitors  Center,  2981  24th  Street  at  11am, 
$2-10.  285-2287. 
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MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 


Espresso  Bravo  Cafe  is  one  the 
more  relaxed  and  roomy  of  our 
local  coffee  houses.  It’s  spacious¬ 
ness  and  close  proximity  to  public  trans¬ 
portation  make  it  an  ideal  location  for 
meetings,  poetry  readings  and  receptions. 

Powerful  coffee  and  the  fastest  ser¬ 
vice  on  the  planet  (provided  by  owners 
Sam  and  Joan)  make  for  the  perfect  wake 
me  up  stop  before  work. 

For  those  who  enjoy  leisurely  hang¬ 
ing  out  and  good  food  there’s  a  full  break¬ 
fast  and  lunch  menu,  a  salad  bar  and  daily 
specials.  The  window  seats  are  great  for 
people  watching. 


Mission  Merchants 
Association 

General  Membership 
Meeting 

Wednesday 
March  13 

T. 

Mission  Cultural  Center 
2868  Mission  Street 

NOON 

B£RT  Board  Member 
Tom  Radulovich,  BART 
staff  and  representatives 
of  Mission  Police  Station 
will  answer  questions 
about  re-design  and  pub¬ 
lic  safety  issues  related  to 
the  Mission’s  two  BART 
plazas. 


Espresso  Bravo  Cafe  is  located  at  663  4//  /oca/  merchants  Welcome 

Valencia,  Hours:  Monday  -  Friday  7am  - 
10pm,  Saturday  8am  -10pm,  Sunday  8am 
-8pm.  Tel.  863-7755 


TO  JOIN  MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 
CALL  979-4171 


Pet  of 
the  month 


I’m  Abby,  a  sweet,  10-year-old  black 
Labrador  Retriever  mix.  I’m  a  mellow 
girl  with  a  heart  of  gold.  I  love  meet¬ 
ing  people,  taking  walks,  giving  kisses 
and  hanging  out.  Here  at  the  San 
Francisco  SPCA,  I’m  affectionately 
known  as  “Grandma  Abby,”  because  I’m 
so  gentle  and  patient  with  the  shelter  pup¬ 
pies.  I’m  a  mature  gal  looking  for  some¬ 
one  to  share  my  golden  years.  Older  ani¬ 
mals  are  often  the  most  devoted  pets.  It’s 
as  if  we  know  we’re  getting  a  second 
lease  on  life. 

Dogs  my  age  are  usually  quieter  and 
less  demanding  than  youngsters.  We  often 
need  less  exercise  than  young  dogs.  We 
know  how  to  behave  around  people  and 
we’ve  already  learned  some  basic  com¬ 
mands.  Thanks  to  advances  in  veterinary 
medicine  and  pet  nutrition,  we  live  longer 
than  ever  before.  Most  of  all,  we  really 
need  your  love.  Puppies  usually  find 


homes  quickly,  but  senior  dogs  are  often 
overlooked.  Please  open  your  heart  to  me. 
Help  me  keep  my  New  Year’s  resolutions: 
To  live  every  tail-wagging  day  to  the 
fullest. 

To  keep  myself  active  and  healthy.  To 
take  lots  of  walks.  To  find  a  good,  kind, 
mellow  human  who  loves  to  enjoy  the 
simple  things  in  life.  To  make  my  special 
person  smile  every  day.  Mention  the  New 
Mission  News  when  you  adopt  me  and  get 
a  special  “Pet  of  the  Month”  package:  a 
month’s  supply  of  food,  a  bag  of  toys  and 
chews,  a  dog  bowl  and  a  private  consulta¬ 
tion  with  a  dog  behaviorist. 

If  you  are  interested  in  adopting  me,  come 
visit  me  at  The  San  Francisco  SPCA, 
2500-16th  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94103.  415-554-3000.  www.sfspca.org 
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1195A  Church  Street  @  24th  Street,  San  Francisco 


Destroys  the  Balance  of  Power 

^  Drives  Up  Building  Costs  for  Homeowners  and  Small  Businesses 
Dismantles  San  Francisco's  Constitution  The  City  Charter 
Creates  More  Red  Tape 


Prop.  D  is  a  deceptive,  backdoor  power  grab  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  to  take  control  of  all  appointments  to  the  Planning 
Commission  and  the  Board  of  Appeals.  Citizens  must  register  their 
opposition  to  permanently  discarding  the  City  Charter  -  San 
Francisco's  Constitution  -  a  sound  and  time-tested  system  of  checks 
and  balances.  Prop.  D  will  cost  homeowr  ers  and  small  businesses 
thousands  of  dollars  in  extra  expenses  and  months  of  additional 
time.  The  current  building  permit  process  is  expensive,  frustrating 
and  takes  forever.  If  Prop.  D  passes  it  will  get  even  worse. 

Preserve  Our  Constitution 
Preserve  Our  Neighborhoods 
Preserve  Our  City 


Vote  NO  on  D!  STOP  THE  POWER  GRAB! 


Paid  for  by  No  on  D  Committee,  ID  #  1242104,  PO.  Box  460725, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94146-0725 ,  Stacy  .vens,  Treasurer 
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You  are  welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building 
for  all  phases  of  dentistry. 

2440  Mission  Street  285-9900 


Open  Monday  -  Saturday  9-5 


Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.O.S.  Peter  V.  Rengstorff,  D.D.S. 
Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S.  Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H. 


Work  Related  Injury  Treatment 
Physical  Examinations 
Ergonomic  Evaluations 
Drug  Testing 
Laboratory  &  X-Ray 
Physical  Therapy 
Pharmacy 


Two  locations  serving  the  needs  of  business  and  industry 

MOM  @  Bayview  MOM  @  St.  Luke's 

6301  3rd  Street  2nd  Floor  1580.  Valencia  Suite  301 

San  Francisco,  CA  94124  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

Appointments 

415.330.1800  415. 641. MOMS  (6667) 

Information  and  Company  Registration:  415.641.6406 

^STfUKES 

ri  Ik"  HOSPITAL 


Millennium  Occupational 


LOW  FEE 

PYSCHOTHERAPY 

NEW  COLLEGE  OF  CALIFORNIA 

GRADUATE  PSYCHOLOGY  PROGRAM 
COMMMUNITY  COUNSELING 
CENTER 

EXPERIENCED  THERAPIST  INTERNS  PROVIDING  INDIVIDUAL,  COUPLES 
AND  FAMILY  THERAPY  TO  THE  COMMUNITY. 

741  VALENCIA  STREET 

_ (415)  437-3456 _ 


(formerly  classic  consignment) 


3  4  6  9  1  8th  street  (18th  +  lexington)  4  1  5.2  5  5.1  1  00 


Health 
Matter 


Richard  Pitt 


Chemical  and  biological  warfare:  its 
history  and  development. 


The  First  World  War  was  the  first 
time  that  biological  weapons  were 
used  on  an  extensive  level  in  war. 
The  use  of  mustard  gas  was  one  of  the 
many  terrible  aspects  of  that  war,  which 
killed  and  maimed  thousands  of  soldiers 
on  both  sides. 

However,  it  was  not  until  after  the 
Second  World  War  -  in  which  few 
Chemical  and  Biological  Weapons 
(CBW)  were  used  -  that  extensive 
research  funds  were  given  to  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  offensive  CBW  weapons.  The 
USA  and  Russia  were  and  still  are  the  two 
most  active  countries  involved  in  this 
work. 

Much  of  the  research  in  the  USA  has 
been  done  at  Fort  Detrick  in  Maryland; 
for  the  last  fifty  years  it  has  been  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  biowarfare  and  medical  research. 
The  connection  between  medical  and  war¬ 
fare  research  has  always  been  close,  espe¬ 
cially  in  relation  to  viruses  and  bacteria 
and  their  use  as  potential  weapons,  or 
toward  vaccines  and  other  civilian  uses. 

In  the  late  1960’s,  as  protests  against 
the  Vietnam  War  grew,  attention  was  put 
onto  CBW.  The  use  of  Agent  Orange  in 
Vietnam  was  veiy  controversial  and,  part¬ 
ly  as  a  result  of  this,  more  than  5,000  sci¬ 
entists  petitioned  first  President  Johnson 
and  then  Nixon  to  examine  and  announce 
government  policies  on  CBW. 

There  was  active  debate  regarding 
the  risks  of  having  an  active  CBW  pro¬ 
gram,  critics  warning  that  in  the  potential 
use  and  testing  of  these  type  of  weapons, 
the  risk  of  contamination  throughout  the 
world  by  constantly  mutating  viruses  is 
one  that  no  country  or  individual  should 
want  to  take.  Even  the  World  Health 
Organization  (WHO)  spoke  of  the  risks  of 
contamination  on  both  sides  of  a  given 
war  and  how  that  could  lead  to  epidemics 


cAeMeAltcii 


Cheesesleaks 


Featuring 

Niman  Ranch  Beef, 
Freshly  Pattied  Burgers 
$5.50  -  includes  Fries 

Now  Serving  Vegetarian 
Seitan  Sandwiches 
Garlic  Fries  Made 
Fresh  Daily 
II am  -  I Opm 
7  days  a  week 
3285  21st  street  (@Valencia) 


Call  Ahead... 

...and  your  order  will  be  ready! 


on  a  larger  scale. 

The  1960’s  was  the  height  of  the  cold 
war,  but  ironically  a  lot  of  research  in  this 
area  was  exchanged  between  Russia  and 
the  USA,  presumably  another  form  of 
mutual  deterrent.  In  1972,  President 
Nixon  changed  the  policy  regarding  CBW 
and  stated  that  only  defensive  research 
(non  first-use  capability)  would  be  done. 
However,  there  is  much  evidence  that  this 
did  not  take  place.  The  research  budget 
actually  increased  and  there  was  no 
destruction  of  existing  stocks  of  CBW. 

One  of  the  main  problems  with  the 
military  and  civilian  use  of  viral  and  bac¬ 
terial  research  is  the  potential  cross-cont¬ 
amination  between  animal  and  human 
viruses.  In  fact,  since  humans  began  using 
animals  in  agriculture,  there  has  been  bac¬ 
terial  and  viral  cross-contamination 
between  Man  and  Animal.  However  in 
the  lab,  most  cultivation  of  viruses  hap¬ 
pens  using  animal  tissues,  mainly  Simian 
(monkey)  and  Bovine  (Cow). 

There  has  been  much  speculation  that 
AIDS  originated  from  a  monkey  viras 
(SIV),  caught  through  people  in  Africa 
being  bitten  by  a  particular  monkey 
species.  Although  there  has  never  been 
any  proof  of  this,  it  was  found  that  mon¬ 
keys  in  which  the  Hepatitis  B  vaccine  was  ’ 
made  were  contaminated  with  a  virus 
which,  although  thought  not  to  be  trans¬ 
ferable  to  Man,  led  to  researchers  using  a 
different  species  of  monkey  in  that  vac¬ 
cine  production. 

In  fact,  it  is  possible  that  some  of  the 
new  viruses  we  are  seeing  throughout  the 
world  -  AIDS,  Ebola,  Epstein-Bar  virus 
(EBV),  Hepatitis  C,  etc.  may  have  come 
from  research  into  CBW  and  vaccine 
research  and  its  subsequent  contamination 
of  humans.  Since  the  beginning  of  time, 
the  greatest  risk  to  humanity’s  survival 
has  been  from  microbes,  which  wreak 
havoc  through  epidemics  or  crop  contam¬ 
ination.  It  would  be  extremely  tragic  if 
we  create  our  own  worst  nightmare 
through  medical  and  military  research. 

This  is  now  compounded  as  a  result 
of  the  tragedy  of  September  11th.  The 
fear  of  bio-warfare  may  well  lead  to  even 
more  research  into  this  area,  ostensibly 
for  defensive  purposes,  but  which  could 
result  in  a  greater  proliferation  of  mutated 
viruses  moving  through  humanity. 
Recently,  President  Bush  backed  down 
from  agreeing  to  more  stringent  examina¬ 
tion  of  bio-warfare  activity  to  see  if  coun¬ 
tries  were  complying  with  existing 
treaties.  One  can  only  speculate  that  we 
are  gearing  up  to  ever  more  research  into 
this  area  which,  given  the  current  situa¬ 
tion,  is  not  likely  to  stir  much  dissent 

The  significance  of  these  issues 
affects  the  whole  human  race,  and  the 
political  and  scientific  agendas  of  the 
USA  and  other  countries  need  to  be  close¬ 
ly  followed.  Especially  in  these  times, 
there  is  a  need  for  accountability  and  peo¬ 
ple  have  a  right  to  know  what  is  happen¬ 
ing. 
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$30  million  price  tag  is  bogus 

Editor, 

I  am  a  Latina,  Mission  resident  and 
small  business  owner  who  became 
involved  with  Save  the  New  Mission 
when  City  College  unveiled  plans  for  the 
Mission  campus  that  will  destroy  the  New 
Mission  theater.  Your  skepticism  regard¬ 
ing  the  project  because  of  a  supposed  $30 
million  price  tag  is  understandable  (What 
Price  Preservation?  Feb  2002),  but  I  ask 
you  to  reconsider  the  issue:  here's  why. 

It  is  evident  that  with  the  approval  of 
Prop  A  [that]  preservation  of  the  New 
Mission  Theater  is  not  connected  to  the 
funding  and  will  not  delay  the  Mission 
campus;  in  fact,  there  is  plenty  of  time  for 
redesigning  since  the  state  bond  in  the 
November  elections  still  needs  to  be 
approved  by  voters.  With  excuses  running 
out  CCSF,  one  of  the  last  bastions  of 
Brown  machine  politics,  is  now  stating 
that  preservation  is  too  expensive 

The  burden  of  proof,  of  course,  falls 
on  concerned  citizens,  who  now  have  to 
hire  a  structural  peer  review  to  oversee  a 
cost  analysis  when  a  genuine  integration 
plan  is  reached.  With  progress  at  a  snail's 
pace,  we  are  not  there  yet.  Let  me  explaia 
In  response  to  growing  criticism,  CCSF 
orchestrated  an  expensive  PR  campaign 
($100,000)  to  come  up  with  four  plus 
"preservation"  designs. 

Scheme  4  is  inaccurate,  because  it 
was  designed  by  architects  who,  while 
skilled,!  don't  specialize  in  the  field  of 
preservation  architecture.  There  was 
never  a  cost  analysis  completed  to 
Scheme  4,  so  it  is  unclear  where  the  $30 
million  estimate  comes  from,-  and  I 
request  Chancellor  Day  to  clarify  this 
price  tag.  The  good  news  is  that  CCSF 
can  retain  their  original  architects,  and 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


currently  preservation  architect  Alice 
Carey  is  donating  her  time  to  the  Young- 
Cervantes  team  to  redesign  Scheme  4, 
after  a  compromise  plan  is  reached  we  can 
do  a  cost  comparison  between  demolition 
and  integration. 

Even  with  federal  landmark  status, 
the  theatre  is  still  not  protected,  nor  does 
this  interfere  with  the  construction  of  the 
campus.  At  best,  it  proves  undeniably  that 
the  building  has  historical  value.  CCSF  is 
now  required  to  exhaust  alternatives 
before  demolition,  (hence  the  four 
"preservation"  plans).  The  supplemental 
Environmental  Impact  Report  would  be 
required  regardless  of  historic  standing 
since  the  current  EIR  is  now  three  years 
old  and  other  factors  of  the  project 
description  have  changed  significantly 
(i.e.  parking  spaces). 

The  Mission  District  has  always  been 
a  gateway  to  immigrants  who  have  left 
behind  cities  rich  in  architecture  like 
Oaxaca,  Mexico  or  Havana,  Cuba  where  I 
just  visited.  Preservation  of  antiquities  is 
the  cornerstone  that  makes  these  cities 
special,  and  keeps  them  connected  to  their 
rich  cultural  past. 

As  our  community  straggles  to  sur¬ 
vive  the  dot-com  hangover,  we  need  to 
focus  on  smart  development  that  will  revi¬ 
talize  and  beautify  our  neighborhood:  it 
would  be  a  great  disservice  to  destroy  an 
85  year-old  community  landmark,  erasing 
a  part  of  the  Mission  District's  history,  due 


to  the  arrogance  portrayed  by  City 
College. 

Nancy  Chdrraga 

Daly  dose  of  nonsense 

Editor, 

Chris  Daly  claims  he  wants  to 
address  the  root  causes  of  the  social 
inequities  and  addictions  and  is  proud  of 
his  bigotry  towards  dot-com  boomers  and 
the  Mission  Anti  Displacement  Coalition. 
He  seems  particularly  proud  of  the  soon- 
to-be-open  Mission  Neighborhood 
Resource  Center.  Unfortunately  the 
Mission  Neighborhood  Resource  Center 
will  only  encourage  drag  dealing  and 
prostitution. 

These  idiots  are  building  a  social  club 
for  the  very  people  that  our  community  is 
trying  to  get  rid  of.  Instead  of  providing 
showers  for  hookers  and  lockers  for  drag 
dealers,  the  Community  Center  should 
include  a  police  substation.  If  Daly  was  to 
walk  up  to  the  Larkin  Street  Youth  Center 
he  would  see  that  day  care  for  drag 
addicts  does  not  improve  the  neighbor¬ 
hood.  Likewise,  the  numerous  social  pro¬ 
grams  in  the  Haight  have  encouraged 
homeless  encampments  in  Golden  Gate 
Park. 

Providing  day  care  for  the  homeless, 
drag  addicts  and  prostitutes  enables  them 
to  continue  to  live  destructive  lives.  If 
Daly  wanted  to  address  the  "root  causes" 
of  the  social  problems  that  plague  the 
Mission  he  would  need  to  recognize  that 
you  need  to  punish  criminals  and  discour¬ 
age  people  from  lifestyles  that  hurt  them¬ 
selves  and  society.  Likewise,  homeless 
people  should  not  be  given  anything  with¬ 
out  [their]  first  agreeing  to  participate  in 
programs  that  will  lead  them  off  the  street. 

Paul  Walker 


Resourceful  people 

Editor,: 

Thank  you  so  much  for  the  article  on 
the  MNRC.  You  truly  did  a  great  job! 
The  information  and  the  slant  of  the  arti¬ 
cle  are  just  perfect.  The  only  misunder¬ 
standing  that  I  would  love  to  be  noted  in 
the  next  issue  (or  whenever  you  can)  is 
that  I  am  not  the  only  staff  of  this  project. 
My  colleague  and  Project  Manager, 
Sergio  Canjura,  should  be  given  credit  for 
this  project  since  he  was  the  first  staff 
member  of  the  Mission  Neighborhood 
Resource  Center  -he  started  as  Project 
Coordinator  in  June  2000. 

In  fact,  Seigio  was  one  of  the  vision¬ 
aries  of  this  project  (even  prior  to  his 
employment  with  Mission  Neighborhood 
Health  Center)  and  an  amazing  communi¬ 
ty  organizer  and  liaison.  His  work, 
among  the  work  of  many  other  Mission 
community  members,  was  crucial  in  mak¬ 
ing  the  Resource  Center  viable. 

In  addition.  Dr.  Terry  Giovannini, 
Associate  Director  for  Mission 
Neighborhood  Health  Center,  also  played 
a  critical  role,  working  alongside  Mr. 
Canjura  in  making  sure  the  vision  of  the 
Resource  Center  became  a  reality. 

Thanks  again  for  the  opportunity  to 
promote  the  Resource  Center,  and  I  will 
be  in  touch  with  you  soon  to  announce 
and  promote  our  Grand  Opening  celebra¬ 
tion  and  other  MNRC  related  matters. 

Sincerely,  Laura  Carcagno,  project 
director 

PPPPonn 
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Stop  paying  ridiculous 
garage  sale  prices. 


www.thrifttown.com 


4,000  items  arriving  daily. 

2101  Mission  Street  •  San  Francisco,  CA  •  (415)  861-1132 
(corner  of  17th  &  Mission) 

Store  hours;  9  am  -  8  pm  •  Sat  1 0  am  -  7  pm  •  Sun  11  am  -  6  pm 


$3.00  OFF 

(Any  $10.00  purchase  or  more) 


Not  valid  with  any  other  promotion.  Limit  one 
coupon  per  customer.  Please  present  this  coupon 
prior  to  purchase.  Good  through 


Offer  expires  4/1/02 


www.thrifttown.com 
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TNAI  ^  BIUNAH 

Don't  let  Passover  pass  you  by! 

Passover  starts  March  27th  -  are  you  ready? 

Whether  you're  looking  for  somewhere  for  Pesach  services,  want 
to  find  out  how  to  lead  a  seder,  or  just  need  a  good 
recipe  for  matzoh  ball  soup,  B’nai  Emunah  is  here  for  you! 
Drop  in,  call  or  check  out  our  website  at  www.bnaiemunahsf.org. 

Congregation  B'nai  Emunah  -  the  Synagogue  by  the  Sea 
3595  Taraval  St  (take  "L"  street  car  or  Muni's  18  bus) 
(415)-664-7373 


The  Mayor’s  Criminal  Justice  Council  is  inviting  community-based 
agencies  to  respond  to  a  Request  for  Proposal  (RFP)  for  its  bi-annual 
Juvenile  Justice  Reform  Initiative  (JJRI).  Eligible  non-profit 
organizations  with  experience  in  providing  services  to  delinquent  and  at- 
risk  youth  in  San  Francisco  are  encouraged  to  participate.  Applications 
will  be  available  March  1 1,  2002  at: 

Mayor’s  Criminal  Justice  Council 
1  Dr.  Carlton  Goodlett  Place,  Suite  496 
San  Francisco,  CA  94102 
The  RFP  will  be  available  for  download  at 
www.ci.sf.ca.us/mcic/forms.htm 

RFP  applications  are  due  on  April  10,  2002  by  5:00  PM 
For  more  information  call  554-6560 

Please  note,  no  late  proposals  will  be  accepted. 


The  Perfect  Dragons 

Congratulations  to  the  Horace  Mann 
Dragons,  winners  of  the  San  Francisco 
City  Soccer  Championship  in  a  4-0  victo¬ 
ry  over  Everett  (also  a  Mission  District 
middle  school).  Last  year  the  Dragons 
shared  the  championship  with  Hoover 
after  a  1-1  tie  game.  Winning  the  top  spot 
two  years  in  a  row  is  admirable.  Being 
undefeated  (10-0)  all  season  is  terrific,  but 


giving  up  zero  goals  all  season  is  amaz¬ 
ing.  In  a  perfect  performance  the  Dragons 
scored  67  goals,  their  opponents  none. 

Pictured  above:  Standing  (1-r)  Coach 
Mike  Beltran,  George  Virgen,  Steve 
Ramirez,  Kareem  Lacayo,  Jose  Olmeda. 
Alex  Ferriera,  Edwin  Acosta,  Jose 
Guatemala  and  Leo  Renderos.  Kneeling 
(1-r)  Franklin  Arriola,  Hector  Echeverria, 
Gerardo  Orantes,  Sergio  Morales,  Diego 
Solis,  Marcio  Panti  and  David  Villalta. 
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*iS|  Refrigeration 

Servina  the  Community  for  37  Years!  WE  BUY  &  SELL 

WE’LL  BEAT  ANY  PRICE! 


Young  artists  from  Dheisheh  Refugee  Camp,  Occupied  Palestine 


MIKE’S  LIQUORS 
2499  MISSION  @21s‘ 
550-0816 

OPEN  EVERY  DAY 
9AM  to  2AM 


Peace  Mural 

On  March  12  local  artist  Susan 
Greene,  a  member  of  the  Break  The 
Silence  Mural  and  Arts  Project,  will  give 
a  slide  presentation  on  her  experiences 
creating  a  four-story  collaborative  mural 
in  the  Dheisheh  Refugee  Camp  in  the 
West  Bank  of  Occupied  Palestine. 
Discussion  will  follow. 

Greene  said  the  cooperative  and  inti¬ 
mate  nature  of  the  project  provided  a  win¬ 
dow  into  the  lives  of  Palestinian  refugees, 
whose  story  is  still  relatively  unknown  in 
the  United  States. 


The  mural  was  designed  and  painted 
by  Palestinian  youth  and  artists, 
Americans  and  American  Jews,  depicts 
the  history  of  Palestine  from  before  the 
formation  of  the  state  of  Israel  to  the  pre¬ 
sent  period,  and  ends  with  a  depiction  of 
hopes  and  dreams  for  a  better  future. 
Funding  was  provided  in  part  by  the 
Middle  East  Children’s  Alliance  and  JoJo 
White  Solidarity  Project 

The  event  will  be  held  at  the  LAB, 
2948  16th  Street,  at  7  pm.  Admission  is 
on  a  sliding  scale  $2  -  $50  dollars.  No  one 
will  be  turned  away  for  lack  of  funds. 
Proceeds  go  to  Break  the  Silence  Mural 
and  Arts  Project  and  Free  Speech  Radio. 
For  more  information,  call  864-8855. 
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16th  and  24th  St.  Bart 
Plazas  Redesign 

BART  is  seeking  public  feedback  on 
improving  transit,  pedestrian,  bicycle  and 
auto  access  to  BART.  Current  plans  to 
redesign  the  plazas  at  these  two  stations 
aim  to  improve  access  as  well  as  making 
the  plazas  function  better  as  neighbor¬ 
hood  open  spaces.  After  a  series  of  com¬ 
munity  meetings,  assistance  from 
Supervisor  Tom  Ammiano  and  funding 


through  the  Metropolitan  Transportation 
Commission,  construction  is  50%  com¬ 
plete  at  the  16th  Street  southwest  plaza 
and  is  scheduled  to  be  fully  completed  by 
late  this  summer. 

Funding  for  16th  Street’s  northeast¬ 
ern  plaza  is  being  lined  up.  BART  will 
hold  community  meetings  this  spring  to 
implement  recommendations  in  the  24th 
Street  Community  Design  Plan  published 
last  spring.  For  more  information,  contact 
Peter  Albert  at  510-287-4702. 


That  sinking  feeling 

The  Mission  Boys  &  girls  Club  on 
Alabama  Street  is  feeling  a  little  low  these 
days.  The  actions  of  an  underground 
creek  are  causing  the  building  to  sink.  It  is 
uncertain  how  serious  the  problem  is  and 
whether  or  not  the  existing  building  can 
.be  stabilized  or  demolition  and  new  con¬ 
struction  are  called  for  but  rumors  that  the 
Club  is  about  to  be  closed  are  not  true. 

The  structural  problems  of  the  build¬ 
ing  have  become  an  issue  at  the  same  time 
the  Boy’s  and  Girl’s  Club  itself  is  under¬ 
going  restructuring.  All  of  San 
Francisco’s  B&G  Clubs,  once  separate 
entities,  have  now  been  merged  into  one 
organization.  There  have  been  growing 


Plant  Man  Update 

If  you  have  walked  down  Mission 
Street  on  a  weekend  afternoon  and  felt 
that  something  has  been  missing,  you  are 
right.  Francisco  the  “Plant  Man”  and  his 
loyal  dog  Steve  are  no  longer  to  be  found. 
For  the  past  seven  years,  Francisco  lias 
been  selling  cheap  and  beautiful  house 
plants  on  the  west  side  of  Mission  Street 
near  23rd  Street  —  while  Steve  keeps  him 
company  from  the  passenger  seat. 
Unfortunately,  a  small  series  of  incidents 
last  fall  has  forced  man  and  dog  out  of  the 
Mission  in  terms  of  both  work  and  home. 

It  began  in  October  with  a  request  to 
come  to  Mission  Station  to  talk  to  the  cap- 


pains.  At  the  Mission  Club  a  popular 
long-time  staff  member  left  under  less 
than  amicable  circumstances  and  parents 
objected  to  programming  changes  by  the 
new  centralized  administration  which 
they  saw  as  the  work  of  outsiders.  The 
Club  has  served  generations  of  Mission 
families  who  have  formed  strong  emo¬ 
tional  ties  to  it  and  want  a  voice  its  opera¬ 
tion. 

This  all  came  to  head  last  month  in  a 
cathartic  meeting  between  community 
members  and  Boys  &  Girls  Club  adminis¬ 
trators  and  staff.  As  a  result  parent  coun¬ 
cils  are  being  formed  to  make  the  Club 
more  responsive  to  the  community  and 
tempers  have  cooled. 

Now  both  parties  must  work  together 
to  deal  with  the  sinking  building. 


tain  in  charge  of  permits.  There  the 
policeman  informed  the  plant  man  that  he 
could  no  longer  sell  his  wares  on  the  curbs 
of  the  Missioa  It  seems  there  had  been  a 
complaint.  In  order  to  continue  to  sell  his 
foliage,  the  plant  man  would  have  to 
move  indoors  and  off  the  sidewalk. 
Shortly  thereafter,  the  owner  of 
Francisco’s  outer  Mission  home  initiated 
of  the  neighborhood. 

Francisco  is  currently  living  in  the. 
Tenderloin,  along  with  Steve,  two  bunnies 
and  a  parakeet.  He  is  seeking  weekend 
access  to  a  small  interior  space,  a  store¬ 
front  or  garage,  in  the  Mission.  The 
Mission  will  be  a  greener  place  because  of 
if 


!n  exile:  The  Plant  Man  and  Steve 


A  Gay  &  Lesbian  Latin  Music  Dance  Party 


Happy  Hour  from  7:00  to  9:00  with  light  Buffet  &  Drink  Specials 

$6:00  cover  after  9:00  pm 


7th  -  Salsa,  Merengue,  Cumbia  &  Latin  House  with  DJ  Chili 


14th  -  Bay  Area's  hottest  latina  Dj's  Chata  Gutierrez  &  Chili  D  celebrate  B'day's  with  other 
PISCES'S  Viveca,  Marta,  Margarita  and  others.  Guest  DJ's  Evelyn  Rodrigues,  Trilce  Santana 
keep  this  celebration  dancing  all  night  Pachanga  starts  at  7:00.  _ 


w  21st  -  "Boyz  Nite  Out"  Latin  House,  Retro  70  s  &  80  s,  y  Salsa  Picante  with  DJ  Sexy  Claudette 
1 1  from  L.A.  Hot  male  and  female  drag!  _ 


28th  -  Hot  &  Sultry  Latin  Rythym  Fusion  w /  R&B,  Old  School,  Latin  House  and  Salsa/Merengue  with 

DJ's  Chili  D  &  Black. 


3140  Mission  Street,  SF 


415.648.6611 


wvm.roccapulco.com 


MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 

Black  &  White  develop  and  print 
3nx  5"  or  4"x  6"  with  or  without  borders 
$120  24exp.  $1625  36exp.  one  to  two  days 

B& W  Film  (35mm) 
develop  only  $2Z§ 

(no  prints  or  proof  sheet) 

Check  out  our  large  selection  of  Black  &  White  film, 
used  cameras  and  lenses,  assorted  camera  accessories, 
darkroom  supplies  and  color  photofinishing  service. 

1089  Valencia  at  22nd  Street  641-8396 

10am  to  5:30pm  Monday  through  Friday  •  11am  to  5pm  Saturday 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

(415)  285-8588 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 
SMOG  CHECK  AVAILABLE  7  DAYS 


FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
12  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 

•  Free  Shuttle  Service  to  &  from  BART,  Downtown  &  Nearby 
Neighborhoods  ♦  Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  ♦  “Do-it-Yourself” 
Membership  Available  ♦  Men  &  Women  Mechanics 

•  Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work— Honest  Prices 

•  Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 

•  Emission  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  <£  Repair 

•  Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

•  Cooling  Systems  •  Radiators  •  Overheating 

•  Timing  Belts  •  Brakes  •  Clutches  •  General  Repairs 

•  Air  Conditioning/Heaters 

•  Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

•  Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  •  Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 

•  Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  •  CV  Joint  &  Axle  Service 

•  Check  Engine  Light  •  Computer  Diagnostics  •  Driveability’ 
Problems 

•  Engine  &  Transmission  Rebuilding  &  Replacement 

since  1978 


^State  of  CaJiforni^V 

LICENSED 


SMQj£ 

CtTCK 


V 


INSPECTION  & 
REPAIR  STATION 


OFFICIAL 

GROSS 

POLLUTER 

CERTIFICATION 

STATION 


BBB 


(41 5)  285-8588 


611  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  St.)  •  S.F.,  CA  941 10 
BETWEEN  HARRISON  &  BRYANT  STREETS 

ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  &  ATM  ACCEPTED 


$10 
OFF 
SMOG 
INSPECTION 


FREE 
rt_  BRAKE 
& 

SAFETY 
INSPECTION 

($42.w  VALUE) 
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New  Mission  News 


Generation  bender:  Luis  Rodriguez 
and  Mission  youth 


By  Rachel  Desjardins 

Revolution  was  on  everyone’s  mind 
at  a  poetry  reading  called  “Hearts 
and  Hands:  Creating  Community 
in  Violent  Times”  at  the  Brava  Theater  on 
24th  Street.  Luis  Rodriguez,  the  author  of 
Always  Running  and  Hearts  and  Hands, 
writes  about  being  a  Latino  man  growing 
up  in  East  Los  Angeles.  His  words  have 
inspired  many  people  of  color  to  unite  as 
a  community. 

The  Mission  is  home  to  many  writers 
like  Rodriguez,  as  was  proven  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  various  Mission  District  youth 
organizations  when  they  took  the  stage  to 
share  their  own  poems  of  anger,  frustra¬ 
tion  and  confusion.  Rodriguez’s  poetry 
serves  as  an  example,  inspiring  them  to 
overcome  their  own  straggles. 

The  event  began  as  eleven  young 
men  and  women  took  the  stage,  some 
more  sure  of  themselves  than  others,  each 
voice  coming  quick  and  rhythmic  as  they 
read  their  work  over  the  microphone. 
They  set  the  tone  of  the  evening  with  their 
biting  slang,  snubbing  their  noses  at  “the 
American  dream”  and  touting  revolution¬ 
ary  phrases  like,  “We  didn’t  cross  the  bor¬ 
der,  the  border  crossed  us.”  They  criti¬ 
cized  a  country  that  abandons  its  people  to 
fight  a  war  across  oceans,  while  they  are 
fighting  a  war  every  day  in  their  homes, 
schools,  and  on  the  streets. 

Jose  Montoya,  a  poet/musician/ 
scholar,  introduced  Rodriguez.  He 
remembered  a  time  when  Latino  poetry 
was  first  sprouting  among  small  press 
organizations.  It  was  then,  in  the  early 
1970s,  when  he  first  heard  about  the  eigh¬ 
teen  year-old  Rodriguez  who  was  just 
starting  to  become  recognized  as  a  note¬ 
worthy  poet  in  the  literary  community. 
“Rodriguez  is  just  one  more  reason  not  to 
give  up.” 

Finally  Luis  Rodriguez  took  the 
stage,  thanking  the  young  poets  for  hav¬ 
ing  the  courage  to  share  their  poems.  At 
a  young  age,  he  found  salvation  in  poetry, 
which  facilitated  his  escape  from  life  on 
the  street.  On  stage,  an  older  Rodriguez 
spoke  about  his  own  ancestors:  the  indige¬ 
nous  people.  He  told  the  audience  to  look 
back  at  their  ancestors  and  to  learn  from 
them. 

Western  civilization  has  succeeded  in 
promoting  hatred  and  warfare.  In  this 
country,  the  government  “writes  people 
off.”  There  are  policies  called  “zero  tol- 


Luis  Rodriguez 


erance.”  Rodriguez  asked  the  people  to 
avoid  getting  caught  up  in  that  world.  He 
asked  the  community  to  imagine  another 
world  that  their  ancestors  once  knew  and 
that  they  themselves  already  knew  “in  our 
bones.” 

He  said  we  have  a  duty  to  the  land 
and  to  our  people  to  use  our  imaginations 
and  “help  young  people  to  learn  from 
each  other,  not  to  kill  each  other.”  Luis 
Rodriguez  left  us  with  a  solution:  to 
begin  “a  real  revolution  of  thinking  and 
action,  elders  and  youth  together.” 


Bird  &  Beckett 
Books  &  Records 


New  &  Used  Books 
All  Fields 

Wax  &  Vinyl  -  Lps  &  78s 
Jazz,  Classical,  etc. 


2788  Diamond  Street 

(at  Chenery,  in  Glen  Park,  SF) 
phone:  586-3733 

1  block  from 

Glen  Park  BART,  J-Church, 
&  lines  26,  52,  44,  23 
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A  scene  from  “She  Wants  to  Talk  to  You* 

Asian  American  Film  Festival  will 
celebrate  its  20th  anniverssary 


by  Esther  Wang 

The  2002  San  Francisco 

International  Asian  American  Film 
Festival  will  run  March  7-14  at  the 
AMC  Kabuki  8  and  Castro  Theaters. 
Beginning  in  1982  with  just  13  films,  the 
■SFIAAFF  has  now  grown  into  the  largest 
•festival  of  its  kind  in  North  America.  This 
year,  the  SFIAAFF  celebrates  its  20th 
Anniversary  with  134  films  and  videos  in 
38  programs.  These  pieces  come  from 
established  Asian  American  filmmakers 
as  well  as  newly  emerging  ones. 


In  keeping  with  this  mission.  Shut  Up 
White 1 Boy  and  She  Wants  To  Talk  To  You 
both  show  portrayals  of  Asian  women  not 
typically  seen  in  mainstream  media 

For  example.  Shut  Up  White  Boy, 
shot  in  grainy  black  and  white  16mm,  fea¬ 
tures  Asian  dykes  and  challenges  the  idea 
that  Asian  women  are  wilting,  parasol- 
carrying  flowers.  In  She  Wants  To  Talk  To 
You,  Chang  invites  three  Nepali  women 
living  in  the  U.S.  to  relate  their  own  sto¬ 
ries  of  their  straggles  to  find  freedom  in 
the  U.S.  as  well  as  in  their  own  cultures. 


Although  the  Mission  is  typically 
associated  with  Latino  arts  and  culture, 
four  of  the  filmmakers  featured  in  this 
year’s  Festival  are  Mission  based. 
Showcased  in  the  shorts  program  are  Thu 
Ha  Vu  (Shut  Up  White  Boy),  Eliza  Barrios 
( Vielleicht ),  and  Preeti  Mistiy  (Junk  Box 
Warrior).  Anita  Chang  (She  Wants  To  Talk 
To  You)  is  a  filmmaker  featured  in  the  pro¬ 
gram  Through  the  Looking  Glass. 

The  Festival’s  presenting  organiza¬ 
tion,  the  National  Asian  American 
Telecommunications  Association,  was 
formed  to  challenge  the  historical  exclu¬ 
sion  of  Asian  Pacific  Americans  from  the 
media  field  and  to  counter  the  distorted 
portrayals  of  Asians  by  mainstream  press. 


Of  course,  not  all  Asian  American 
filmmakers  make  films  about  the  Asian 
American  experience.  The  star  of  Junk 
Box  Warrior  is  Marcus  Rene  Van,  an 
African  American  female  to  male  trans¬ 
sexual.  The  5-minute  short,  which  is 
based  on  a  poem  of  the  same  title  by  Van, 
explores  the  experience  of  not  fitting  into 
society’s  gender  binary. 

The  San  Francisco  International  Asian 
American  Film  Festival  runs  March  7-14 
at  the  AMC  Kabuki  8  Theaters,  1881  Post 
Street,  and  the  Castro  Theater,  429  Castro 
Street.  For  more  Festival  information  or 
tickets,  please  call  415-255-4299  or  visit 
www.naatanet.  org/festival. 


niman  ranch  beef  burgers,  rocky  free  range  chicken, 
hot  dogs,  freshly  cut  french  fries  and  milkshakes 


Qi  oodwil 

All  Clothing:  $1.25 

Auctions: 

Electronics,  Etc. 

starting  at  $1 0/rack 

86  11th  Street 
(between  Market  &  Mission) 
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Merchants,  youth,  and  residents 
lead  cleanup  of  Mission  Street 

Sunrise  Sidewalk  Cleaners  shine  as  youth  run  business 


By  Kathleen  M.  Bolts 

£  £  Clean  sidewalks  make  people  feel 

good  when  they  walk  by  your  store, 

and  that  feeling  is  remembered  as 
part  of  your  store.  A  clean  environment 
makes  customers  want  to  be  here,”  says 
Deborah  Miller,  local  resident  and  manag¬ 
er  of  Thrift  Town.  And  people  do  feel 
good  when  they  think  about  Thrift  Town, 
on  17th  and  Mission  Street  that  privately 
steam-cleans  their  sidewalk  twice  a 
month. 

Thrift  Town  is  one  of  fifty  Mission 
Street  merchants  that  are  a  part  of  The 
Mission  Street  Adopt-a-Block  Project. 
The  Project  was  bom  out  of  a  desire  to  re¬ 
establish  the  image  of  Mission  Street  as  a 
clean,  safe  and  pedestrian-  friendly  envi¬ 
ronment  for  children,  families,  business¬ 
es,  and  the  people  who  live,  work  and 
play  here. 

The  project  is  funded  by  contribu¬ 
tions  from  fifty  Mission  Street  merchants 
as  well  as  various  agencies,  including  The 
Greater  Mission  Rotary  Club,  San 
Francisco  Neighborhood  Beautification 
and  Graffiti  Fund,  S.F.  Beautiful,  Mission 
Merchants  Association  and  the  Mission 
Economic  Development  Association,  and 
pays  for  high-pressure  cleaning  services 
for  Mission  Corridor  sidewalks  between 
17th  and  22nd  three  times  a  year. 

The  project  is  designed  so  that  mer¬ 
chants  pay  into  the  fund  for  cleaning  their 
entire  block.  The  sidewalk  steam  clean¬ 
ing  is  done  by  Sunrise  Sidewalk  Cleaners, 
a  local  youth-run  micro  enterprise. 

Deborah  Miller  was  one  of  the  first 
to  join  in  the  Mission  Street  Adopt-a- 
Block  Project.  She  is  active  in  talking  to 
neighboring  businesses  about  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  clean  sidewalks  and  storefronts 
and  encouraging  them  to  participate  in  the 
Project.  Miller  remembers  stepping  over 
piles  of  trash,  dirt  and  waste  on  her  way  to 
work  every  morning  and  is  now 
impressed  with  the  improved  cleanliness 
of  the  sidewalks  and  the  great  work 
Sunrise  has  done. 

Many  of  you  may  remember  when 
Alvaro  Mora  was  highlighted  in  the  New 
Mission  News  five  years  ago  as  one  of  the 
founding  youth  that  launched  Sunrise 
Sidewalk  Cleaners.  Having  gone  away  to 
college,  he  is  now  back  as  the  new 
Director  of  the  program.  In  expressing 
why  he  came  back  to  Sunrise,  he  says,  “I 


want  to  give  back  to  the  neighborhood 
and  have  Sunrise’s  presence  truly  felt  in 
the  Mission.” 

While  Sunrise  Sidewalk  Cleaners  has 
contracts  with  businesses  all  over  San 
Francisco,  cleaning  Mission  Street  is  a  top 
priority  for  Mora  and  the  organization 
because  many  Sunrise  employees  live  in 
the  neighborhood  and  are  committed  to 
seeing  the  place  where  they  played  as 
children  cleaa  Mora  looks  forward  to 
getting  back  in  touch  with  merchants  that 
he  once  worked  with  and  to  getting  to 
know  new  ones.  So  keep  an  eye  out  for 
the  Sunrise  Sidewalk  Cleaners,  whose 
youth  workers  can  be  seen  nightly  operat¬ 
ing  high-powered  steam-cleaning  equip¬ 
ment  on  Mission  Street. 

As  longtime  Mission  residents,  both 
Mora  and  Miller  know  that  the  success  of 
sidewalk  cleaning  in  the  Mission  District 
ultimately  depends  on  the  strength  and 
participation  of  the  business  community 
and  the  shared  responsibility  of  residents 
and  merchants  to  promote  safety  and 
cleanliness.  They  understand  that  it  is 
necessary  to  involve  their  fellow  neigh¬ 
bors  and  business  owners  in  order  to 
enhance  the  feeling  of  community  on 
Mission  Street. 

The  Mission  Street  Adopt-a  Block 
program  has  also  been  working  with  the 
Department  of  Public  Works  (DPW)  to 
provide  additional  support  to  the  good 
work  of  concerned  merchants  on  the 
Mission  Commercial  Corridor.  DPW  will 
be  officially  kicking  off  their  campaign 
this  month  and  are  collaborating  with  var¬ 
ious  organizations  in  the  area  to  clean  the 
Mission  District. 

Thanks  in  large  part  to  merchants, 
residents,  and  neighborhood  youth. 
Mission  Street  is  getting  a  cleaner  image! 

For  more  information  about  The  Mission 
Street  Adopt-a-Block  Project,  please  con¬ 
tact  Kathy  at  the  Mission  Economic 
Development  Association  at  282-3334 
x20. 


Would  you  buy  fish 
from  just  anybody? 


Probably  not...especially  after  you  visit 
Mission  Market  Fish  &  Poultry. 


Family  owned  and  operated  in  the  Mission  District  for  22  years. 
Bob  still  buys  fresh  local  fish  early  each  morning.  We  cook  fresh 
crab  right  on  the  premises,  and  are  happy  to  clean,  crack, 
butterfly,  slice,  or  fillet  your  selections  just  the  way  you  like  them. 
And  don't  forget  to  check  out 
our  wide  selection  of 
California-grown  poultry. 

2590  Mission  Street 
San  Francisco  (415)  282-3531 
Inside  the  Mission  Market  Food  Mall  FISH  &  POULTRY 


MARKET 


A  hardworking  Sunriser  does  the  steam  thing. 


A  Swank  Neighborhood  Bar 
in  the  heart  of  San  Francisco’s 
New  Bohemia 


Valencia  Street  (Between  1 6th  &  17th) 
Open  2  to  2  •  Seven  Days  a  Week . 864-24  1  9 


&  NO 
MY/  GRILL 
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New  Mission  News 


Monday-Thursday:  5:30-10:30  pm  Friday  &  Satuday:  6-12  midnight 


3120  -16th  Street 

431-4069 


Among  the  few,  the  only  Authentic  Spanish  restaurant! 

Monday-Thursday:  11-3  pm,  5-10  pm 
Friday:  11—3  pm,  5-11  pm  Saturday:  11-11  pm  Sunday:  3-10  pm 


3292  -22nd  5treet 

262-8867 


VAUtrcrA  ST.  MUSCLE, 


626-8560  OR  V^.V/LBKlASTREETMOSClfXOAA  Offer  expires  4/1/02 


Quan  Yin  has  a  serene  atmosphere  and  friendly  folks 


Acupuncture  anyone? 

Quan  Yin  offers  a  wide  range  of  alternative  treatments 


by  Jill  Winkelstein 

If  you’re  looking  for  one-stop  shop¬ 
ping  at  a  Chinese  medicine  center  that 
provides  high-quality  natural  health 
care,  you  won’t  need  to  look  any  further 
than  Quan  Yin  Healing  Arts  Center. 
Located  at  455  Valencia  Street  (between 
15th  and  16th),  it  provides  a  quiet  oasis 
from  the  hustle  and  bustle  of  the  street 
outside.  With  a  calming  environment  and 
rooms  that  provide  services  from 
acupuncture  to  meditation  to  massage  - 
Quan  Yin  has  it  all. 

The  mission  of  Quan  Ym  is  simple  - 
to  create  a  new  healing  philosophy  that’s 
built  upon  Asian  medicine.  Key  goals  of 
the  Center  are  to  provide  affordable  care 
to  the  community,  to  work  effectively 
with  other  health  care  professionals,  to 
promote  education  of  their  healing  philos¬ 
ophy,  and  to  ensure  that  the  board  and 
staff  of  the  organization  reflect  the  com¬ 
munity  it  serves. 

Quan  Ym  has  been  around  for  18 
years  (and  is  celebrating  a  birthday  this 
year).  The  clinic  was  bom  out  of  a  grass¬ 
roots  effort  to  provide  affordable,  high 
quality  alternative  care  to  people  with 
HIV  and  AIDS.  There  were  few  options 
for  people  with  HIV  and  AIDS  18  years 
ago,  but  people  still  wanted  access  to 
acupuncture  and  Chinese  medicine  as 
way  to  stay  alive  and  manage  many  of  the 
negative  side-effects  of  their  illnesses. 

In  addition,  for  people  with  no  insur¬ 
ance,  diseases  like  HIV  and  AIDS  were 
often  economically  disastrous.  Quan  Yin 
responded  to  that  very  need  -  and  provid¬ 
ed  a  community  clinic  with  a  focus  on 
chronic,  long-term  illness. 

Carla  Wilson,  Quan  Ym’s  executive 
director  for  the  past  six  years,  is  passion¬ 
ate  about  keeping  and  promoting  Quan 
Yin’s  status  as  a  truly  community  based 
clinic,  with  community  health  as  its  focus. 
To  do  this,  Quan  Yin  responds  to  the 
needs  of  the  people  who  live  in  and 
around  the  Mission.  For  example,  asthma 
has  been  a  major  health  concern  in  this 
area  and  the  center  has  responded  by  cre¬ 
ating  an  asthma  clinic. 

One  of  Quan  Yin’s  notable  programs 
is  its  chemical  dependency  drop-in  pro¬ 
gram,  where  people  can  come  in  for  treat¬ 
ment  without  an  appointment.  Chemical 
dependency  is.  often  not  covered  by  insur¬ 
ance,  and  the  program  at  Quan  Yin  is 
something  that  people  can  work  into  their 
life  and  into  their  day.  Acupuncture  treat¬ 
ment  for  drug  addiction  uses  the  insertion 
of  needles  into  the  ear  to  alleviate  crav¬ 
ings,  to  help  people  deal  with  withdrawal 
and  early  withdrawal  syndrome.  In  man¬ 
aging  drug  addiction,  Quan  Yin  operates 
from  a  harm  reduction  perspective,  mean¬ 


ing  that  it  assists  people  in  managing  then- 
drug  use. 

To  be  sure,  Quan  Yin  does  not  offer 
its  services  in  a  vacuum  and  wants  to 
make  sure  that  people  who  are  chemically 
dependent  have  access  to  other  resources. 
For  example,  it  is  vital  to  ensure  that  that 
people  are  aware  of  the  presence  of  needle 
exchange  programs. 

Responding  to  the  community’s 
needs  has  shaped  the  programs  and  ser¬ 
vices  the  center  offers.  For  example, 
childcare  is  an  issue  for  marry  who  come 
to  the  center  for  treatment  Establishing 
childcare  is  part  of  the  family-based 
approach  that  allows  Quan  Yin  to  treat  all 
kinds  of  people  -  not  just  those  who  can 
afford  or  have  access  to  off-site  childcare. 
Travel  assistance,  in  the  form  of  bus 
tokens  and  cab  scripts,  is  also  available 
for  people  with  HIV.  The  center  wants  to 
help  people  figure  out  how  to  keep  their 
lives  going  while  getting  the  treatment 
they  need. 

Quan  Ym  believes  in  the  right  to 
health  care  and  tries  hard  to  provide  peo¬ 
ple  with  accessibility  and  options  in  that 
realm.  Quan  Ym  views  its  role  as  one  part 
of  a  healthcare  team,  helping  people  bal¬ 
ance  their  long  term  conditions,  helping 
people  make  decisions,  and  creating  a 
bridge  to  western  medicine. 

Quan  Ym  is  funded  by  a  myriad  of 
agencies,  from  the  SF  Department  of 
Health  to  federal  funds.  This  helps  them 
reach  a  large  number  of  people  who  are 
underinsured  or  non-insured.  Quan  Yin 
accepts  many  forms  of  insurance,  includ¬ 
ing  Medical,  private  insurance  and 
Worker’s  Compensation.  A  sliding  scale 
is  also  available  for  those  who  are  unin¬ 
sured. 

What’s  the  future  of  an  organization 
like  Quan  Ym?  Like  many  non-profits, 
it’s  faced  with  the  issue  of  providing  ser¬ 
vices  to  those  in  need.  Because  Quan  Yin 
will  not  turn  people  away  for  lack  of 
funds,  the  center  is  continually  balancing 
the  organization’s  fiscal  concerns  with 
those  of  the  populations  it  serves.  As 
always,  dedicated  volunteers  can  always 
be  put  to  good  use.  The  Quan  Ym  Chinese 
Medicine  Clinic  has  clinical  assistant 
positions  available.  Students  of  acupunc¬ 
ture  and  acupressure  can  also  intern  at  the 
clinic. 

An  education  series  to  be  held  on  the 
last  Saturday  of  the  month  begins  in 
March.  Childcare  will  be  available  and  a 
light  breakfast  will  be  served.  For  more 
information  on  the  education  series,  the 
services  provided  by  Quan  Yin,  or  volun¬ 
teering  at  the  center,  contact  Carla 
Wilson,  Executive  Director,  at  415-861- 
4964. 
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GET  READY  FOR  SPRING! 

s  you  may  have  heard,  March 
comes  in  like  a  lion  and  goes  out 
like  a  lamb.  That  lamb  part  has  to 
do  with  the  start  of  spring  on  March  21st. 
So,  after  the  cold  and  rain  of  winter,  it’s 
time  to  celebrate  earth’s  rebirth  with  a  lit¬ 
tle  rebirth  of  your  own!  There’s  no  place 
for  help  in  planning  a  celebration  like  the 
Library! 

Start  (or  revive)  your  garden 

Spring  is  a  great  time  for  plants  -  lots 
of  flowers,  trees  putting  out  new  leaves  - 
there  are  signs  everywhere  that  tender 
new  life  is  springing  forth!  It’s  a  good 
time  to  do  some  planting  wherever  your 
garden  may  be  -  inside  or  out,  backyard 
or  fire  escape.  Come  and  look  over  our 
plant  and  gardening  books  —  we  have  all 
kinds!  There  are  classics  like  Sunsett’s 
Western  Garden  Book:  books  on  different 
kinds  of  plants  like  annuals,  perennials 
(including  my  personal  favorite,  Perennial 
All-Stars  by  Jeff  Cox),  or  vegetables;  and 
books  on  individual  plants  like  roses  and 
orchids.  We  have  books  on  organic  gar¬ 
dens,  water  gardens  and  small  gardens,  as 
well  as  lots  on  houseplants  and  gardening 
in  containers. 

Gel  out  into  the  great  outdoors 

We  live  in  such  a  beautiful  area, 
and  there’s  no  time  like  spring  to  appreci¬ 
ate  it!  Why  not  explore  the  Bay  Area  - 
come  on  in  for  ideas  about  places  to  go 
and  things  to  do.  We  have  lots  of  books 
that  would  be  helpful  —  Davtrips:  San 
Francisco  and  Northern  California  Bav 
Area  Bike  Rides,  and  Memorable  Walks 
in  San  Francisco  to  name  a  few.  And, 
while  you’re  out,  you  might  want  help 
identifying  birds  (try  Handbook  of 
California  Birds)  or  wildflowers  (check 
out  Wildflowers  of  California! 

Fall  in  Love 

I  know,  I  know,  it’s  easier  said  than 


done.  Well,  this  is  the  right  time  of  year 
for  such  activities  (as  love,  I  mean),  and 
here  is  the  place  to  do  your  research!  To 
be  sure  you  find  the  right  person,  you 
might  start  with  Linda  Goodman’s  Sun 
Signs,  an  astrology  classic;  Are  You  Mv 
Type.  Am  I  Yours?  Relationships  made 

easy  through  the  Enneagram:  or  Cracking 
the  Love  Code:  Six  Proven  Principles  to 

Find  and  Keep  Real  Love  with  the  Right 

Persoa  To  get  that  magical  extra  edge, 
try  Silver’s  Spells  for  Love.  And  if 
you’ve  found  the  right  person  already  and 
want  to  fall  in  love  all  over  again,  1001 
Wavs  to  be  Romantic  may  help. 

Use  the  Library  for  guidance  as  you 
celebrate  spring! 

Mission  Library  Programs 
Special  program  for  all  ages 

Yolanda  Rhodes  -  a  very  special  story¬ 
teller  on  Tuesday,  March  12  at  2:00  pm. 

Regular  Storytimes  for  Children 

Bilingual  (Spanish/English)  Infant/ 
Toddler  Lapsit  for  children  0-36  months  is 
held  every  Thursday  at  10: 10  am. 

Pre-school  Storytime  (in  English)  for 
children  3-5  is  held  every  Thursday  at 
10:30  am. 

Family  Storytime  in  Spanish  is  held  every 
Saturday  at  12:00  pm.  A  short  craft  activ¬ 
ity  follows. 

See  you  at  the  Library! 

The  Library  Lady 

You  can  send  a  question  directly  to 
Library  Lady,  c/o  The  New  Mission  News, 

3288  21st  Street,  Box  202,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94110,  or  feel  e  to  email  her  at 
L  ibraryl ady@sfpl. 


d^gjg,books 

sell 


trade 


10-10  Monday-Saturday 
10-8  Sunday 


900  Valencia  Street  at  20th 

415.282.1901 

dogearedbooks.com 


Joseph  C.  Styger ,  D.D.S.,  Inc. 

General  &  Cosmetic  Dentistry 

Emphasis  on  Peridontal  Preventive  Therapy 


450  Sutter  Street 
Suite  2140 

San  Francisco,  CA  94108 

(415)  421-0811 

Fax:  (415)  421-9202 


Check  out  our  website  at:  smileshydrstyger.com 


QUAIM  YIN  HEALING  ARTS  CENTER 

Since  1984,  offering  the  best  in  Comprehensive 
Acupuncture  Treatment  Programs 

Arthritis 
Women's  Health 
Asthma,  Smoking 
Stroke,  Brain  Injury 
Therapeutic  Massage 
Depression  &  Anxiety 
Management  of  HIV  Infection 
Full  Management  Program  for  Hepatitis  C 

CHILDCARE  PROVIDED  FRIDAYS  AND  SATURDAYS 
DROP  IN  TREATMENT  FOR  ADDICTION  AND  CHEMICAL  DEPENDENCY 
PRIVATE  INSURANCE,  MEDI  CAL  WORKERS  COMP  PERSONAL  INJURY 

455  Valencia  Street,  San  Francisco  415-861-4964  qyliac@aol.com 
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Tuesday ,  a I  7:30  pm 


ANN  BANNON: 

I  AM  A  WOMAN 


Modern  Times  Bookstore 

888  Valencia  Street  at  20th 
(415)  282-9246 
Mon-Sat  10-9  Sun  11-6 

www.moderntimesDQokstore.com 

NANCY  COOPER  FRANK,  JULIE 
GERK,  &  MILLIE  ORG: 

THE  UNSAVVY  TRAVELER 


Thursday,  March  7th  at  7:30  pm 

RELA  MAZALI:  MAPS  OF  WOMEN’S 

GOINGS  AND  COMINGS 

Tuesday,  March  1 2th  at  7:30  pm 

JOSEPH  NEVINS: 

OPERATION  GATEKEEPER 
Wednesday,  March  1 3th  at  7:30 
DANIEL  BURTON  ROSE,  JEFFREY 
PERLSTEIN  &  COLIN  RAHAJ: 

THE  BATTLE  OF  SEATTLE 
Thursday,  March  14th  at  7:30  pm 
LUCIE  OCEANUS,  LEA  ASCHKENAS, 


Tuesday,  March  1 9th  at  7:  30  pm 
MELANIE  FRIEND: 

NO  PLACE  LIKE  HOME:  ECHOES 
FROM  KOSOVO  (slide  show) 

Tuesday,  March  26th  at  7:30  pm 

JULIETTE  TORREZ:  KAPOW! 

Wednesday,  March  27th  at  7:30  pm 
LISA  TEASLEY: 

GLOW  IN  THE  DARK 
Thursday,  March  28th  at  7:30  pm 
ISLAMIC  LITERATURE  READING 
SERIES:  LOVE  POETRY 


March  Events 

All  events  are  free  &  open  to  the  public.  All  event  books  are  10%  off. 


•  • 


jet  Lanza  •  Redken  •  Nioxin  •  Joico  •  Bain  de  Terre  •  Graham  Webb  •  •  •  •  • 


ft  Holliday’s  HAIR  HAIR  HAIR 


a  Cuts  &  Styling  *  Color  •  highlights 
*  Deep  Conditioning  Treatment 


3 1 66  -2  2nd  Street  (at 


Quality  # 
Products  and  * 


Excellent  Service 
for  Women  &  Men 


811-9420 


Casanova 


(OUNOC 


527  Valencia,  San  Francisco 
5-15.S63.9328 


mi/zion 

ONE  HOUR  PHOTO 


We  are  the  source  of  Carnaval  SF  parade  photos 
lover  3000  photos  every  year!) 


FREE  FILM  with  developing  on  Sundays!  lie  print  mm.) 


One  Hour:  , 

color  film  develop  3x5,  4x6,  4x6 
full  frame  with  borders! 

Instant:' 

passport  &  immigration  photos 
■  print  to  print  service  -  enlarge  S  reduce 


Overnight:  .  , 

black  S  white  proof  sheets 

1-3  days: 

enlargements  to  20“x3Q\ 

2'days: 

slides  &  b/w  develop  &  print 


2859  Mission  Street 
(between  24th  &  25th) 


(415)  648-6698 


Monday  to  Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday  , 


9:30  -  6:pp 
10:00-6:00 
11:00-  5:30 


ADVERTISE  IN 
THE  NEW 
MISSION  NEWS 

FOR  RATES 
AND  INFORMATION 
CALL  695-8702 


Butterfly  Dream 

No  on  can  say  she’s  not  a  cute  little  thing 

with  tired  eyes,  smooth  as  smoky  wine 

and  her  weary  smile,  shy 

like  a  passing  butterfly  with  dusty  wings 

at  rest  on  the  bricks 

barely  moving  her  lips 

waiting  for  a  fly  away  breeze 

But  she  can’t  seem  to  fly 
just  yet 

so  she  lets  herself  down  easy 
on  the  sidewalk 
leans  her  slender  back 
against  a  tiled  stone  store  front 
next  to  the  BART  Station 
and  holds  up  a  white  cup 
traditional  styrofoam 
stained  inside 
by  somebody  else’s  coffee 

That  weary  look  softens  her  charm 

in  the  morning  rush 

commuters  haven’t  seen  her  for  days 

hurrying  by  for  buses  and  trains 

most  never  see  her  anyway 

but  some  that  do 

leave  behind  a  few  dimes 

If  she  stays  all  day 

a  working  woman  with  a  cup  like  that 
might  make  enough  to  dream  on 
later  on,  a  dreaming  woman 
might  be  looking  less  exhausted 
for  the  evening  crowd 

She  knows  this  street  since  being  a  kid 
but  this  street  has  never  known  her 

Streets  this  dirty  only  know 
if  you  call  them  home 
to  swing  on  you 

to  bust  your  head  with  a  a  straight  punch 


S  3422  25th  Street  (off  Mission) 
Z3  415-920-8964 

Z  opeftll:30am-8pm  Mon-Frl 
1“  I0  30am-8pm  Saturdays 
I  www.thumbsupmarbles.com 


or  a  roundhouse  left 
to  leave  you  on  the  curb 
resting  like  a  damaged  butterfly 
looking  like  a  broken  nose 
dreaming  you  can  fly  away 
on  the  next  redeeming  breeze 

But  no  one  can  say  she’s  not  a  cute  little  thing 
propped  up  with  unruly  hair 
knees  tight  against  her  tweedy  coat 

Shaking  her  cup 

trying  to  rattle  a  single  coin 

against  the  walls  of  her  previously  owned 

styrofoam 

I,  for  one.  hope  she  collects  enough 
to  get  a  new  cup 
and  to  stain  it  herself 
on  the  way  to  fixing  up 
her  butterfly  dream 

But  I  can’t  help  today 
‘cause  I’m  in  a  hurry 
doing  my  own  dreaming 
and  I’  need  my  dime  for  the  bus 


Don  Brennan 


Crippled  Boy 

There  is  a  boy.  A  boy  in  the  BART  sta¬ 
tion  on  24th  Street,  in  a  wheelchair 
below  the  ground.  His  mother  sells  roses 
to  the  people  who  go  up,  up  the  escala¬ 
tor.  The  boy  is  dashing  his  chair  around, 
like  a  cat  wanting  to  get  out  of  water.  He 
laughs,  looking  at  the  people.  He  watch¬ 
es  them  go  up,  up  and  away  into  the  next 
day.  But  he  is  there  to  stay  below,  in  his 
wheelchair,  in  the  pits  of  depression  that 
smell  so  bad,  like  the  BART  statioa  He 
wants  out,  out  of  the  chair  out  of  the  sta¬ 
tion,  out  of  his  life,  out  of  his  ski  a 
I  walk  over  to  his  mother  and  buy  a  rose 
for  my  love.  He  races  toward  us  in  his 
torture  chair,  arms  spinning,  head  bounc¬ 
ing,  eyes  rolling,  and  mouth  foaming, 
then  stops  inches  before  my  feet  and 
laughs  at  me,  the  rose  and  his  mother. 


Jonathan  Hayes 


The  Crew 


they  walk  across  the  road  and  enter 
a  bunkhouse.  with  muscles  sweaty  and  sore 

on  friday  night  the  eagle  flies 
its  wings  powered  by  dollars 

and  the  town 
is  preyed  upon 

with  a  pay  day  wallet 


Jonathan  Hayes 


Poetry  submissions  should  be  e-mailed  to 

vmiller4@mindspring.com 
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is  playin’  the  garage  sound  all  the  time:  all 
the  new  bands  around  town  got  a  real 
stripped  down,  garage  rock  sound.  Guitar 
and  drum  with  no  bassist,  and  it’s  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  sort  of  trashy  yet  highly  styl¬ 
ized.” 

“What  do  you  mean,  stylized?” 

“I  mean  they’re  trying  to  sound 
trashy  but  they  have  a  $65  haircut  or 
something.  I  don’t  know.” 


“So  you’re  saying  it’s  a  conscious 
decision  to  like  the  Cramps  all  of  a  sud¬ 
den,  rather  than  just  naturally  wanting  to 
listen  to  them  all  the  time  and  the  next 
thing  you  know  naturally  your  music 
sounds  like  that... 

“Right.” 

“And  that  makes  it  conceptual  art?” 

“Right.” 

“Well... is  there  anything  else  you 


Kelley  Stoltz:  the  real  McCoy 


February  18th,  Presidents’  Day,  was 
a  national  holiday.  Banks  are 
closed.  FEDERAL  banks  are 
closed.  Businesses  are  closed.  But  the  San 
Francisco  meter  maids  were  out  in  full 
force.  I  had  an  opportunity  to  interview 
one  meter  maid: 

“The  parking  meter  says  Sundays  and 
Holidays  excepted.  Why  did  I  get  a  tick¬ 
et?”  I  said. 

“It’s  not  a  holiday  for  parking 
meters.” 

“Obviously  that’s  the  goddamn  case! 
How  are  drivers  supposed  to  know  that?” 

“It  was  announced  in  the  newspapers 
and  on  the  news.” 

“Well,  let  me  ask  you  this:  why  do 
you  do  this  job?” 

“Why  do  you  harass  meter  maids?” 

“Why  do  you  do  a  job  that  has  little 
or  no  redeeming  social  value,  that  makes 
life  tedious  for  regular  folks,  and  that 
makes  you  basically  hated  by  everyone?” 

“Why  do  you  have  to  harass  meter 
maids?” 

“Who’s  really  doing  the  harassing 
here,  lady?  Maybe  I  should  steal  $35  from 
you,  then  maybe  you  could  say  I  was 
harassing  you.” 

My  friend  then  gave  me  an  expres¬ 
sion  that  indicated  that  the  interview  was 
over. 

When  society  gets  too  oppressive,  too 
tedious,  too  irrational-  don’t  take  out  a 
gun,  but  rather  go  see  Kelley  Stoltz  per¬ 
form.  Stoltz  proved  once  again  why  he’s 
one  of  the  City’s  best  performers.  A 
decent  crowd  was  gathered  outside  the 
Galia  nightclub  down  at  Mission  and 
22nd,  where  the  music  that  emanated 
from  the  doors  could  be  described,  at  least 
viscerally,  as  Bay  Area  experimental-art- 

rock-with-noisy-garage-sound-high-on- 

the-tech-weeny-sampler-computer-low- 

on-ballsy-musicianship-kinda-thing. 

BUT,  just  two  doors  down,  at  notori¬ 
ous  local  tavern  The  Nurse’s  Watch, 
Stoltz  played  to  a  much  smaller  group  of 
devoted  fans.  The  show  was  different 
from  his  last,  which  was  different  than  his 
last,  and  different  from  his  album.  This  is 
the  mark  of  a  truly  creative  artist 

I  had  a  chance  to  interview  a  gentle¬ 
men  seated  at  the  far  end  of  the  bar,  and 
this  is  what  he  reported: 

“I  hate  Canadians.” 


“One  of  his  songs  sounded  like  the 
way  you  hear  some  of  these  new  young 
fashionable  bands  like  tire  Strokes  or  the 
White  Stripes-  and  you  kinda  like  ’em  but 
they're  kinda  empty  a  bit  and  they  feel 
slightly  contrived-  and  this  guy  sounds  the 
way  you  WISH  these  bands  made  you  feel 
but  don’t.” 

“So  you’re  saying  he’s  kinda  like  the 
real  McCoy  or  something?” 


“Yeah.” 

“What  do  you  think  about  the  open¬ 
ing  act?”  [Opening  act  was  Shana 
Kingsley  and  Kelly  Stoltz  trading  off 
between  guitar  and  drams  in  a  new  band 
named  Lovebird.] 

“I  think  the  girl  sings  great.  She  real¬ 
ly  opens  her  mouth  and  can  belt  it  or  sing 
pretty  and  she  doesn’t  just  sort  of  yell  like 
that  Mates  of  State  broad.” 

“I  haven’t  heard  them,  but  I  have 
noticed  they  are  getting  a  lot  of  press.” 

“I  think  they  are  great,  but  sort  of  a 
one  trick  pony  and  a  little  trendy,  I  guess.” 

“What  really  is  trendy?” 

“Well,  every  two  years  or  so  it 
changes ....  when  I  got  her  in  ’  90  alt-coun¬ 
try  was  sort  of  it  and  there  would  be  sev¬ 
eral  bands  that  were  great  and  nobody 
would  know  about  them  and  a  whole  slew 
of  ones  that  came  off  as  fakes  and  posers 
and  these  ones  would  invariably  draw  a 
lot  of  folks.  Irish  folk  rock  was  sort  of  big 
like  that.  Then  it  was  swing,  with  the  wal¬ 
let  chains  and  Martinis,  then  it  was  that 
DJ  bullshit.  All  of  a  sudden  everybody 
and  their  brother  was  some  DJ  fuckwit 
‘artist’  and  that  lasted  throughout  the 
whole  dot  COM  thing.  Then  the  economy 
bottomed  out  and  the  DJs  went  back  to 
wherever  they  fuckin’  came  from  and 
now  I  see  garage  sound  is  back  in.  KUSF 


“So  what’s  the  next  trend  that  will 
sweep  the  City?” 

“Who  knows...  may  be  campy  stuff?  I 
notice  a  lot  of  girl  cover  bands  or  sort  of 
hip  death  metal  bands.” 

“What’s  so  hip?” 

“Well,  they’re  not  freaky  white  trash- 
ers  on  crystal  meth  that  grew  up  listening 
to  Mega  Death  in  their  trailer  park.” 

“So?” 

“Well  it’s  what  San  Francisco  is 
famous  for.” 

“What?” 

“Conceptual  art,” 

“How  is  death  metal  conceptual  art?” 

“Because  it’s  not  being  played  by 
some  Gummo  white-trash  kid  that  grew 
up  listening  to  Megadeath  or  whatever 
and  can’t  stay  out  of  rehab....  It’s  being 
played  by  art  school  kids  who  think  it’s 
hip.  And  two  years  from  now  they’ll  play 
something  else  hip.” 


would  like  to  say?” 

“San  Francisco  is  a  great  place  to  be 
for  music  right  now.” 

“It  sounds  like  you  don’t  like  it.” 

“There’s  a  lot  of  festivals  right  now: 
the  City  is  partying.”  [Speaking  of  the 
Noise  Pop  festival.  The  Sleaze  Fest  and 
the  Mission  Creek  Festival  ] 

“But  you  think  it’s  all  trendy,  con¬ 
trived  BS.” 

“But  there  is  really  good  stuff  hidden 
in  there,  it  probably  just  won’t  have  the 
big  fashionable  crowd  standing  around 
outside  the  gig  and  smoking  cigarettes 
and,  you  know.” 

“Smoking  cigarettes  outside  the  show 
is  one  of  my  favorite  parts  of  seeing  a 
show.” 

“But  you  know  what  I  mean.” 

“Can  I  print  your  name  for  this  arti¬ 


cle?” 


It's  after  1 1:00pm, 
you're  starving 
wouldn't  you  like 
a  dozen  Oysters  and 
>  a  French  Kiss? 

Ti  Couz  is  open  till  midnight 
Thursday,  Friday  &  Saturday 
serving  our  full  bar,  crepe, 
and  seafood  menus 


“Why?” 

“They’re  the  nice  couple  that  live 
upstairs.  Always  recycling,  always  pick¬ 
ing  up  trash,  always  being  so  kind  and 
nice.” 

“I  see  what  you  mean.  How  do  you 
feel  about  the  performers  tonight?” 


“I  feel  as  if  I  could  cry.” 

“I  see  what  you  mean.  How  do  you 
think  they  rate  as  far  as  the  music  scene 
and  the  whole  bit?” 


A 

ri-cociz-. 


Ti  Couz  is  also  available  for  private  functions 
Delectable  fun  guaranteed.  Give  us  a  call.  415.25CREPE 
3108  16th  Street.  San  Francisco  CA  94103 
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ff!$ur  Traditional  Mexican  Food 

is  the  J&e^t  in  the  J&a<f  ^rea” 


CALIFORNIA  STATE  FAIR  WINNER  FOR  BEST  SALSA  1998,  1999  AND  2000 


i/i n  &  Valencia 

Open  daily  Warn  to  1  0pm 


3071  16th  Street 

Open  daily  Warn  to  12am 


